
COPY “ of all Minutes and Correspondence respecting the Harbours 
of Portpatrick and Donaghadee, and in respect to the Portpatrick Rail- 
way, not included in the Parliamentary Paper, No. 104, of Session 1, 
1859.” 



Treasury Chambers, \ 
27 February I860. J 



S. LAING. 



Unto the Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The humble Memorial of the undersigned Proprietors, Tenants, and others 
interested in promoting a Short Sea Passage from Scotland to the North of 
Ireland. 

Showeth, 

1 st. That your memorialists deem it unnecessary to offer any observations 
in support of the principle so universally recognised and acted upon by all wise 
statesmen, namely, that it is not only the interest but the duty of good govern- 
ment to consider the formation of harbours, affording short sea passages be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, as works of national utility, and therefore to 
be built by national funds. 

2d. That at present there is no short sea postal communication between the 
North of Ireland and Scotland, in consequence of the want of a suitable harbour 
on the Scottish coast ; while on the Irish side, Belfast, the capital of the North 
of Ireland, has an excellent harbour, and ought, in the opinion of all disinterested 
persons, to be selected as the port of communication on the Irish side. 

3d. That your memorialists, therefore, respectfully but firmly submit to your 
Honours the expediency of sending down competent parties to survey the coast 
from Girvan in Ayrshire, to Portpatrick in Wigtownshire in the winter season, 
when an opportunity would be afforded of seeing all the difficulties connected 
therewith, and thereafter to select the most appropriate station for building a 
suitable and safe harbour on the Scottish coast for postal communication with 
the North of Ireland. 

4th. That your memorialists have no doubt of parties being found ready to 
connect with railway accommodation that port with the city of Glasgow and 
towns in the N orth of England, so soon as a harbour is built. 

Your memorialists, therefore, humbly pray your Honours to take this 
memorial into your most gracious consideration, and to adopt such steps 
as to your Honours shall seem meet to forward the erection of a suitable 
harbour on the Scottish coast for postal communication with the North 
\ of Ireland. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

A lex. Cathcart, 

Ballantrae, 10 January 1856. And several others. 
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To his Excellency the Right Honourable George William Frederick Howard, 
Earl of Carlisle, Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

The Memorial of “ The Belfast and County Doion Railway Company,” and 
the undersigned Landed Proprietors and Merchants, desirous to promote 
the Short Sea Passage between Great Britain and Ireland, via Portpatrick 
and Donaghadee. 

In presenting their memorial to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, this 
deputation would venture to draw his Excellency’s attention to the fact, that the 
time has at length arrived when there is a prospect of at last effecting an 
improvement in the means of intercourse between the two Kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland, which; if once happily consummated, would perfect the 
intimacy of the union between the two countries. 

Great difficulties of communication now exist, and a sea voyage of five hours 
at this moment interrupts the transit from one country to the other. Our great 
anxiety for the removal of this obstacle urges us to submit our views to your 
Excellency. There are, opposite to each other, on either shore, and separated 
by only 19 miles of sea, which it would require but one hour and a half to 
traverse, two unfrequented harbours, the ports of Portpatrick and Donaghadee, 
originally constructed at enormous expense by Government. 

By re-establishing a regular transit between these ports, the last impediment 
to an unrestricted circulation of traffic between Great Britain and Ireland will 
be removed, the Channel itself almost annihilated, and the proximity of the two 
countries reduced to contact. 

Upon the evident and universally admitted national advantages which would 
arise from a short sea communication between Great Britain and Ireland, we do 
not consider it necessary to insist; we would content ourselves with laying before 
your Excellency a concise statement of the results which would immediately 
follow the completion of the through communication between the chief cities of 
Great Britain and Ireland via these particular ports. 

In the first place, the delay of an entire day would be saved in the transmission 
of letters between the North of Ireland and London. 

Se.cond. In 1835 the exports and imports of Ireland were about 33 millions ; 
the imports and exports of Belfast alone are nearly 16 millions; one day’s 
interest on the bills of exchange by which these transactions are effected would 
be saved. 

Third. The journey between Belfast and Glasgow would be reduced from 
10 hours to 4|- hours. The distance between the trading districts of England 
and Belfast would be shortened in the same proportion of the advantages 
consequent upon the reduction of these distances. 

Fourth. The uncertainty and inconvenience attendantupon the present long sea 
voyage deters buyers from visiting Ireland. All the fine linen cloth, nearly all the 
muslins exported from England are manufactured in Ireland ; but a sale for 
them is only obtained by the Irish houses keeping a most extensive staff of agents 
and travellers resident in England, or dispersed on the Continent. The manu- 
facturers of the North of Ireland, instead of possessing in Belfast a mart whither 
buyers from all parts of the world can congregate, are obliged to hawk their 
goods round Europe like itinerant merchants. 

Fifth. Ihe chief exports from the North of Ireland are manufactured goods, 
but manufactured goods are transported more cheaply by rail than by sea. The 
proposed line of communication would convert the sea carriage into rail 
carriage. 

Sixth. Of the stimulus which would be given to the passenger traffic between 
the two countries it is almost unnecessary to speak. It has already been said 
that the journey between Belfast and Glasgow will be reduced from 10 hours to 

hours ; from Dublin to Glasgow [direct] from 17 hours to 7k hours, and the 
distances between the great manufacturing towns of Scotland and the North of 
England and Belfast would of course be diminished in the same proportions 
while the amount of sea which would be avoided is still more remarkable. 

In fact, there can be no doubt but that all persons living north of a line drawn 
from Dublin to Galway would invariably take advantage of the short sea com- 
munication ; while, on the other hand, the inhabitants of the whole of Scotland 

and 
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and of the North of England would of course never think of crossing into 
Ireland at any other point. 

In all probability it would be found that many persons, even to the south of 
these lines, would prefer avoiding a dreaded sea voyage, even though they were 
compelled to do so at the expense of two or three hours’ additional rail journey. 

The free circulation of passengers once established, those evils so long pecu- 
liar to Ireland would at once disappear ; we should hear no more of absentee 
landlords ; the labour market would become equalised; while the improved culti- 
vation of the Lothians would penetrate to the wilds of Connemara. 

At the same time, however, that we urge the expediency of carrying the short 
sea communication via Portpatrick and Donaghadee, we consider it our duty to 
acquaint your Excellency that doubts have been sometimes entertained as to the 
eligibility of Portpatrick Plarbour as a packet station ; we feel assured, however, 
that an examination of the case will at once remove from your Excellency’s 
mind any misgivings on this head. 

Portpatrick was originally selected as a harbour, and its piers constructed by 
Mr. Smeaton, the builder of the Eddystone Lighthouse, in the year 1/70. In 
1815, Commissioners from the Trinity Board were sent down to examine its 
state and qualifications, and upon their favourable report an Act was passed for 
the construction of anew harbour, and in 1819 the works were commenced. 
Again, in 1825 a Committee of the House of Commons was appointed to inquire 
which were the ports best adapted for a packet station, and after mature deli- 
beration decided in favour of Portpatrick and Donaghadee. 

In 1854, Captain Hawes, Commander of the Station, with the sanction of the 
Admiralty, published a detailed report on the state and capabilities of the 
harbour, in the course of which he stated, “ that he cannot ascertain that 
throughout the entire period of 23 years of the late steam packet service, the 
slightest accident or damage occurred to the mail packet, and that during the 
last nine years of his command, there were only four days on which the packet 
did not put to sea.” 

In 1855, Sir James Graham, then First Lord of the Admiralty, expressed 
himself very favourable to the re-establishment of a packet station between 
Portpatrick and Donaghadee whenever the railways on either side of the Channel 
should be advancing towards the coast ; and, finally, in the last Session of 
Parliament, the Admiralty report in support of the project of the County Down 
Railway Company’s branch to Donaghadee went so far as to say that my Lords 
“ hoped ” that enterprise “ might lead to a revival of the packet communication 
between Donaghadee and Portpatrick.” 

The eligibility of Portpatrick as a harbour being thus decided by the con- 
secutive testimony of engineers. Trinity Commissioners, Committees of the 
House of Commons, harbour masters, commanders of the packet, and, finally, 
my Lords of the Admiralty, we do not consider it necessary to do anything more 
than refer your Excellency to the annexed Appendixes, in which the subject is 
thoroughly considered. 

With regard to Donaghadee harbour, the magnificent works originally con- 
structed are in excellent repair ; and it will be only necessary to dredge out the 
interior of the port, which has partially silted up with sand, to render it fit for 
the accommodation of vessels of the requisite size. 

Turning from the question of the harbours, it only remains for us to draw 
your Excellency's attention to the actual amount of progress which has been 
made towards the completion of the several railways whose respective lines will 
converge towards the ports on either side of the Channel. 

A line of railway is now in operation from Edinburgh to Maybole via Glasgow, 
which will be shortly extended as far as Gowan, leaving but 30 miles of the 
whole line between Edinburgh and Portpatrick uncompleted. Surveys are in 
the act of being made of the unfinished portion. 

From the southward the railway has already advanced as far as Dumfries ; 
the country between Dumfries and Portpatrick has also been surveyed, and the 
Scotch proprietors have met to organise the construction of the line. 

In the last Session of Parliament the County Down Company obtained an 
Act to extend their line from Comber to Downpatrick, with branches to Bally- 
nahinch, Bangor and Donaghadee, the latter extension completing the entire 
line on the Irish side of the Channel. The Company have five years to com- 
plete the line, and, if left to its own resources, will first proceed with the 
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extension to Downpatrick, thus postponing, in all probability, the completion 
of the line to Donaghadee for five years. The object of the present application 
is to recommend a loan from Government Public Works Loan Commissioners of 
100,000/., on reasonable terms, to enable the Company to proceed with the 
entire line simultaneously. 

The security of the Company is unquestionable, having invested in the lines 
already made a sum of 266,000 /., upon which there is no lien whatsoever, and 
a clear return of 2 1 per cent. For the undertaking preference shares have 
been subscribed for, representing a capital of 1 68,000 /., and the Company, by 
Act of Parliament, are empowered to borrow 166,000 /., although the estimated 
outlay will not exceed 220,000 /. The extension of the lines will necessarily 
increase the per-centage on the capital invested, and thus augment the value of 
the Company’s securities. 

Having thus ventured to submit to your Excellency the various considera- 
tions which have induced us to address you, we trust we have said enough to 
convince your Excellency of the justice and force of our claim upon the favour- 
able consideration of Government. In one direction it has been thought 
expedient to spare no expense, to withhold no assistance from any enterprise by 
which a rapid transit between the two countries can be facilitated. The harbour 
of Holyhead is becoming one of those wonderful works of constructive genius 
for which our age is remarkable, while at this moment it is in the contempla- 
tion of Government to run between Kingstown and the opposite harbours 
steamers of unprecedented size and power ; after, however, every exertion shall 
have been made, the passage at the above-mentioned points will require three 
times the number of hours necessary for the transit across the more northern 
channel. Surely, then, it is not unreasonable to hope that some encouragement, 
may be held out to those who are so actively promoting the establishment 
of the parallel and equally important and more expeditious line of communi- 
cation. 

It is on the north-east coast that is situated the great commercial emporium 
of Ireland. It is in the province of Ulster alone that manufacturing industry 
can be said to exist. Between the north of Ireland and Scotland, together 
with the northern provinces of England, a more constant and intimate inter- 
course takes place than between any other portions of either country ; and, by 
bringing their opposite coasts into contiguity, you would at once effect a greater 
improvement in the circumstances of the country than have hitherto been 
accomplished by the exertion of 500 years. 

In conclusion, we respectfully but earnestly solicit your Excellency’s gracious 
and favourable consideration of the views and arguments herein advanced in 
support of the great national object we aspire to effect, and of our recom- 
mendation of a public loan to the County Down Railway Company, in order 
to enable them to forthwith complete their extension line to Donaghadee, 
which your memorialists have no doubt would most effectually promote and 
expedite a corresponding extension of railways in Scotland, and the revival of 
the short sea passage between the two countries. 

Londonderry, 

Lieutenant, County Down. 

The following signatures were also appended to this Memorial : 



NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


COUNTY. 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


COUNTY. 


Abercorn, Marquis of - 
Annesley, Earl of, m.p., D.r.. - 
The Lord Primate 
Ashbrooke, Viscount, d.l., j.p. 
Atkinson, Joseph, High Sheriff 
Alexander, John, m.p. - 
Aylmer, Sir G.G., Bart,, d.l., 

j.p. 

Aldworth, Richard Oliver, d.l. 
AUinglmm, Edward, j.p. 
Annesley, Rev. William, j.p. 
Andrews, John, j.p. 

Atthill, Edward, j.p. - 


Baron’s Court - 
Castlewellan 
Armagh - 
Durrow - 
Crowbill - 
Milford - 

Donadea Castle 
Newmarket 
Stonewald 
Ardilea - 
Comber - 
Ardvarney 


Tyrone. 

Down. 

Armagh. 

Queen’s Co. 

Armagh, 

Carlow. 

Kildare. 

Cork. 

Donegall. 

Down. 

Down. 

Fermanagh. 


Archdali, William, j.p. 
Adams, John H., j.p. - 
Armstrong, Charles W. 
Armstrong, Thomas, s.i. 
Armstrong, A., m.d. - 
Alexander, James 
Alexander, Lorenzo 
Alexander, George 
Alcock, E. V. - 
Anderson, W., Manager of 
Provincial Bank 
Allinghain, William 
Alexander, William, Clk. - 


Dromard - 
Lough Bawn - 
Cherry valley 
Newtownhamilton 
Armagh - 
Belfast 
Milford - 
Fitzwilliam-sq. - 
Ballynoe - 

Cavan 

Ballyshannon - 
Fahan Rectory - 


Fermanagh. 

Monaghan. 

Antrim. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

A ntrim. 
Carlow. 
Dublin. 
Carlow. 

Cavan. 

Donegall. 

Donegall. 

Agar, 
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RESIDENCE. 


COUNTY. 


Agar, Richard A ., Clk. 


Dromore - 


Down. 


Ashville - 


Down. 




Comber - 


Down. 




Comber - 


Down. 


Alexander, Henry 


Forkhiil House 


Armagh. 


Alexander. William, Merchant 


Fivemiletown - 


Tyrone. 


Alexander, J., Commissioner 
of Affidavits - 


Fivemiletown - 


Tyrone. 


Alexander, J . F., Bank Ma- 


Omagh 


Tyrone. 


Alcock, Alexander, a.m. 


Killaspy - 


Kilkenny. 


Agnew, Sir Andrew, Bart., 


Lochnaw Castle 


Wigtonshire. 


Adair, John, j.p. 


Stranraer - 


Wigtonshire. 


Anketell, W. R., Chairman 
County Down Railway 
Company ... 


Ballynahinch - 


Down. 


Bath, Marquis of - - 


Longleate 


Wiltshire. 


Bandon, Earl of, Lieutenant 


Castle Bernard - 


Cork. 




Castle Bernard - 


Cork. 




Castlecoole 


Fermanagh. 


Boyne, Viscount, d.l., j.p. - 
Beresford, Rev. Lord John - 


Stackallen 


Meath. 


Mullabrack 


Armagh. 


Blayney, Lord - 
Browne, Lord John, j.p. 
Barnett, James, High Sheriff, 
j.p. ----- 


London. 
Westport - 


Mayo. 


Carriekfergus - 


Antrim. 


Beamish, Lieut.-Coi., K. H., 
High Sheriff, j.p. 


Lota Park 


Cork. 


Butler, Hon. St.John, High 


Walshestown - 


Dublin. 


Burke, E., High Sheriff 


Nile Lodge 


Galway. 


Bunbury, M'Clintock, VV. B., 


Lisnavagh 


Carlow. 


Burrowes, Robert, m.p., d.l., 


Stradone House 


Cavan. 




Belvoir 


Down. 




Leeson-street - 


Dublin. 






Galway. 




Mount-Bellew - 


Galway. 


Brady, John, m.p. 


Belgravia 


Leitrim. 


Boivver, George, m.p., d.l., j.p 


Radley Park - 


Berkshire. 


Butler, Sir Thomas, Bart., 


Ballintemple 


Carlow. 


Bateson, Sir Robert, Bart., 
D.L., J.P. - - - - 


Belvoir Park - 


Down. 


Booth, Sir Robert Gore, Bart., 


Lissadill - 


Sligo. 


Browne, R. Clayton, d.l., j.p. 


Brown’s Hill - 


Carlow. 


Brooke, Thomas, d.l., j.p. - 


Lough Eske 


Donegall. 


Bailie, James, d.l. 


Ringdufferin 


Down. 


Butler, the Hon. H. C., d.l., 
j.p. - 


Innisrath - 


Fermanagh. 


Barton, F. W., d.l., j.p. 


Clonelly - 


Fermanagh. 




Straffan 


Kildare. 


Boyd, John, d.l., j.p. - 


Coleraine - 


Londonderry. 




Kiiapton - 


Queen’s Co. 


Burgess, John Ynvr, d.l., j.p. 


Castlecaulfield - 


Tyrone. 


Brady, W. S. Richardson, 

D.L., J.P. - - - - 


Oaklands - 


Tyrone. 


Barton, Thomas Johnston, 
D.L., J.P. - - - - 


Glandelough 


Wicklow. 


Birnie, T. M., j.p. 


Carriekfergus - 


Antrim. 


Barbour, William & Sons, 


Lisburn - 


Antrim. 


Bisrbour, William 


Lisburn - 


Antrim. 


Bovd, Major, j.p. 


Ballycastle 


Antrim. 


Bovd, Lieut.-Colonel - 


Ballvcaslle 


Antrim. 




iN ewtownhamilton 


Armagh. 


Bowman, J., Manager Pro- 
vincial Bank - - - 


Armagh - 


Armagh. 


Bond, W. M., j.p. 


The Argory 


Armagh. 


Bond, E. II , j.p. 


Bondvilie 


Armagh. 




Usker House - 


Armagh. 


Best, James, Merchant 


Armagh - 


Armagh 
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Barnes, William - 
Brinkley, R. G. - 
Butler, Richard Pierce, j.p. 
Browne, Richard - - - 

Browne, Edward 
Batt, Thomas - - - 

Batt, Thomas, jun., j.p. 
Blackwood, Hon. and Rev. 

W. S. - - - - | 

Binney, R., Clerk, j.p. - ; 
Barron, W. N., j.p. - - ' 

Brushe, George, j.p. - 
Breakey, Andrew, p.m. 
Brooke, Edward, Clerk 
Bagot, James John 
Bailey, Thomas, j.p. - 
Browne, John A. H. C. 
Blakenev, John, Crown So- 
licitor - 
Barton, H. S. 

Brownlow, James 
Bruce, H. S. B., j.p. 
Babington, Lieut.-Colonel - 
Bennett, Thomas, jun., j.p. - 
Bryan. H. - 
Bole, A., j.p. - 
Boyle, Charles, j.p. 

Boomer, C. C., b.a., Clerk - 
Barnside, W. S., Clerk - 
Boyd, J. H., j.p. 

Balfour, James - 
Booth, R. M. Gore 
Betty, Rowland - 
Browne, William & Co., Ca- 
ledon Mills ... 
Brackenridge, George C., j.p. 
Beatty, John, Merchant 
Buchanan, George 
Blair, Andrew ... 
Blair, John - - - 

Bolton, James - 
Barry, James, j.p. 

Bomford, George W. - 

Barbour, William 

Blair, Sir David Hunter, Bart. 

Blair, E. Hunter - 

Blair, E. Stopford, d.l. 

Conyngham, Marquis of, d.l. 
Castlestuart, Earl of, j.p. 
Courtown, Earl of, d.l., j.p. - 
Castlerosse, Viscount, m.p. - 
Clarina, Lord, d.l., j.p. 
Castlemaine, Lord, d.l. 
Cremorne, Lord, d.l., j.p. 
Collins, Robert, High Sheriff, 

Cane, E., High Sheriff, j.p. - 
Cogan, William H. H ., m.p. - 
Corbally. M. E., m.p. - 
Coote, Sir C. H., Bart., m.p. 
Caulfeild, Lieut.-Colonel, m.p. 
Crofion, Sir Malley, High 
Sheriff 

Chabot, Major-General the 
Viscount De - 
Cole, the Hon. H. A., j.p. - 
Caulfeild, the Hon. Henry - 
Crommelin, N. D., d.l., j.p. 
Crawford, W. Sharman, d.l., 

Coates, James, d.l., j.p. 

Corry, Isaac, d.l., j.p. - 
Crommelin, S. D., d.l., j.p. - 
Crosbie. William, d.l., j.p. - 
Connellan, Peter, d.l., j.p. - 
Cromie, John, d.l., j.p. 

A 3 



RESIDENCE. I COUNTY. 

Armagh - - Armagh. 

Ardagh - - Sligo. 

Bennekerry - Carlow. 

Cootehill - - Cavan. 

Cootehill - - Cavan. 

Rathmullen House Donegall. 
Rathmullen House Donegal'!. 

Ballinderry - Antrim. 
Bangor - - Down. 

Kinghill House Down. 
Gillhall - - Down. 

Killyleagh - Down. 
Drumgooland - Down, 
j Castle Bagot - Dublin. 
Mulladuff - Fermanagh. 
Glanville - - Gahvay. 

Galway - - Galway. 

Straffan - - Kildare, 

j Millbank - - Derry. 

.BallyscullionHouse Londonderry. 
Portstewart - [ Londonderry. 
Castleroe - - Londonderry. 

Rose Lodge - Londonderry. 
Park - - Longford. 

Rockcorry - Monaghan. 
Aughnamullen - Monaghan. 

1 Castleblayney - ! Monaghan. 

Castleblayney - Monaghan. 

| Sligo - - Sligo. 

Lissadill - - Sligo. 

Aughnacloy - Tyrone. 

Caledon - - I Tyrone. 

Ashfield Park - Tyrone. 
Fivemiletown - Tyrone. 
Tattykeel - Tyrone. 
Strabane - - Tyrone. 

Keelogs - - Donegall. 

Lisburn - - Antrim. 

Mallow - - Limerick. 

Trim - - Meath. 

Hilden • - Antrim. 

Blairquhan Castle Ayrshire. 
Dunshey - - Wigtonshire. 

Penningham - Wigtonshire. 

Mountcharles - Donegall. 
Stuart Hall - Tyrone. 
Courtown - Wexford. 
Killarney - Kerry. 

Elm Park - Limerick. 
Moydrum Castle Westmeath. 
Dartrey - - Monaghan. 

Ardsallagh - Meath. 

St. Wolstans - Kildare. 
Stephen’s Green Dublin. 
Corbalton Hall - Meath. 
Ballyfinn House Queen’s Co. 
Hockley - - Armagh. 

Longford House Sligo. 

ThomastownCastle Tipperary. 
Florence Court- Fermanagh. 
Hockley - - Armagh. 

Cushendun - Antrim. 

Crawfordsburn - Down. 
Eastwood - - Down. 

Newry - - Down. 

Carrowdore Castle Down. 
Ardfert Abbey - Kerry. 
Coolmore - Kilkenny.' 
Cromore - - Londcnderiy. 

Conyngham, 
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RESIDENCE. 



COUNTY, 






'IDKNCE. 



COUNTY. 



Conyngluim, William Lenox, 

Cooper, C. W., d.l , j.p. 

Chesney, Major General 
Clarke, George J., j.p. 

Connor, James W., Cashier, 

Ulster Bank - 
Carr, James, Accountant. 

Ulster Bank - 
Cowan, Andrew, j.p. - 

Casement, Thomas, j.p. 

Casement, Robert, Clerk 
Casement, Francis, Solicitor 
Casement, Julius, j.p. - 
Charley, William, j.p. - 
Crawford, Henry Sharman, 

Royal North Down Rifles 
' Cummin, Edward R. K., Clerk 
Cuppage, John, j.p. - 
Corr, W. - 
Corker, Edward - 
Cumming, Thomas, m.d. 

Campbell, Henry, Merchant 
Chambre, M., j.p. 

Cherry, Richard, Builder - 
Cranston, John, j.p. 

Clements, Lieut.-Colonel, j.p. 

Coote, Eyre, j.p. 

Conery, Edward - 
Coffry, A., Clerk - 
Campbell, John - - - 

Cochran, John, . j.p. 

Cary, Lucius, j.p . 

Cary, George, j.p. 

Chambers, John, j.p. - 
Crawford, Samuel 
Cochran, Henry L., Clerk - 
Crawford, J nmes Sharman, j.p. 

Carmichael, D. & W., Mill- 
owners - Millisle 

Carmichael, William - - Millisle 

Crawford, Thomas, j.p. - Ballyvally House Down.' 
Clarke, E. J. B., Lieutenant, 

R-n. - - - . Donaghadee - Down. 

Crommelin, N. D., jun., j.p. - Belfast - 

Crommelin, William D., Clerk Comber - 
Collis, S. Edward, j.p. - Tieraclea - 

Courtenay, James, j.p. - - Glenburn - 

Conyngham, Lieuc.-Col., j.p. Springhill 
Cox, William Saunie - - Castledawsoi 

Crawford, J. D., p.m. - - Drum 

Christian, E. D., Clerk - Drummully 

Connellan, Hugh - - Sligo 

Conry, Maurice - 
Campbell, John - 
Campbell, David - 
Coulson, Corry - 
Cunningham, James 
Coddington, Captain 
Coddington, H. B., j 



Dickey, John, j.p. 

I Londonderry. Dobbin, Thomas, j.p. - 
j Sligo. Delacherois, Daniel, j.p. 

Down. Disney, Thomas, j.p. - 

! Antrim. Dane, Paul, j.p. - 
Dinsmore, Francis 
Antrim. Dobbs, Conway E. 

Dunseatb, Janies, Clerk 
Antrim. Douglass, Donald, Roya 
Antrim. North Down Rifles - 

Donaldson, David 

Antrim. Davis, Robert, t.c.d. - 

Antrim. Davidson, B. P., Agent 

Antrim. Doyne, C. H. 

Antrim. Davis, George 

Antrim. Divir, Anthony, Seneschal 

Dillon, John H. - 
j Antrim. Dames, G. L. - 

j Armagh. Dalzell, James, Land Pro 

J Antrim. prietor ... 

i Armagh. Dunbar, M'Master & Co. 

i Armagh. Dease, Edmund - 

Armagh. Disney, William - 

Armagh. Disney, H. R. E. - - 

Armagh. D’Arcy, John - 

Armagh. Daly, Peter, Chairman of 

Tyrone. Town Commissioners 

Cavan. Denny, 'William, d.l., j.p. - 

Cavan. Dawson, Robert Peel, d.l., j.p 

Cavan. Dinneen, James - 

Cavan. Delap, W. Drummond 

Cavan. 

Donegall. Delap, R. F., j. p. 

Donegall. Devenish, John, j.p. - 
Donegall. Devenish, Robert, j.p. - 
Donegall. Daly, Edward, Clerk - 
Donegall. Duncan, J., Agent, Bank of 
Donegall. Ireland - 

Down. Dudgeon, How - 
Delap, M. - 

Down. Duner, Samuel ... 
Down. Derinzy, Thomas, d.l., r.m. - 

Dillon, Major, d.l. 

Donaldson j Lieutenant 
. ... Dargis, Peter, j.p. 

I Antrim. 

Down. Ely, Marquis of, d.l., j.p. 

Kerry. Enniskillen, Earl of - 
Londonderry. Erne, Earl of - 
Londonderry. Eastwood, James, d.l., j.p. - 
Londonderry. Ewing, William, Clerk 
Monaghan. Ensor, Charles - 
Fermanagh. English, Joseph - 
Ellison, J. W., j.p. 

Eyre, John, j.p. ... 
Eyre, Edward - 
Ensor, George, j.p. 

Eustace, J. II., j.p. 

Eustace, H., j.p. 

Erskine, R., j.p. - 
Edmundson, George, Clerk - 
Evans, W. - 
Echlin, J. R., Clerk, j.p. 
Echlin, Henry, j.p, 

Farnham, Lord, d.l., j.p. 
FitzGerald, General Sir John 
Forster, m.p. - 
Fortescue, Chichester, m.p. - 
Forster, Sir George, Bart., m.p. 



Leighinmohr 
Armagh - 
| Donaghadee 
Bencavin - 
I Killyhevlin 
I Kells 
Cushendall 
j Cushendall 



Antrim. 

Armagh. 

Down. 

Dublin. 

Fermanagh. 

Antrim. 

Antrim. 

Antrim. 



Belfast 



Belfast 

Lodge, Clifton- 



Bailee House - 
j Harry vi lie 
j Broclamont 
PortglenoneHous 



Seymour Hill - 

Belfast 
Markethill 
Belfast - 
Crossmaglen 
Crossmaglen 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Hawthorn Hill • 
Loughgall 
Crane'brook 
Ashfield Lodge 
Cootehill - 
Cootehill - 
Glebe 
Cootehill - 
Edenmore 
Redcastle Cottage 
Whiiecastle 
Fox Hall - 
Ballvshannon - 
Killvgowan Glebe; 
Redemon - - 



| Newtownards 
I Gilford - 
J Tinbolton - 
j Bencavin - 
j Bencavin - 
Galway - 



Galway - 
Tralee 

Mayola Park 
M agherafelt 
Monasterboiee 
House. 

Monasterboiee 
Mountpleasant 
Rushhill - 



Louth. 

Roscommon. 

Roscommon. 



Sligo - - Sligo. 

Sligo - - Sligo. 

Bellis-Grange - Cavan. 

Ardstraw - - Tyrone. 

Rock Lodge - Meath. 

Lismullin - Meath. 

Trim - - Meath. 

N ewtonstewart - Wigtonshire. 

Ely Lodge 
Florence Court 
Crom Castle 
Castletown 
The Vicarage 
Lisburn - 
Crumlin - 
Clogher - 
Maydown 
Benburb - 

Castlemore 
Newstown , 

Cavan 
Saintfield 

Mutton Hill 
Fox Rock Lodge Dublin. 
Enniskillen _ - Fermanagh. 

Farnham - - Cavan. 

Worthing 
Red House 
Coolderry 
Farmley - 
Cahirelly Castle 
Cahirelly - 
Ballynure 

Collon - - I Louth. 

Rahinston House Meath. 



Fermanagh. 

Fermanagh. 

Fermanagh. 

Louth. 

Donegall. 

Antrim. 

Antrim. 

Tyrone. 



Sligo. 

Tyrone. 

Tyrone. 



Carnakelly - Donegall. 

Trim - - Meath. 

| Oldbridge - Meath. 

I Stranraer - - Wigtonshire 

j Adare Manor - Limerick. 
Clifton Lodge - Meath. 
Doneraile - Cork. 

Annadale - - Down. 

Clandeboye - Down. 

Kilboy - - Tipperary. 

Stradbally - Queen’s Co. 

Palace - - Armagh. 

Knoppogue Castle Clare. 

Santry House - Dublin. 

French park - Roscommon. 
Dervoek - - Antrim. 

Glenville - - Antrim. 



Sussex. , 

Louth. 

Monaghan. 

Kilkenny. 

Limerick. 

Limerick. 

Monaghan. 



Flood, W. L., d.i 
Furnell, M., d.l., 
Furnell, F. - 
Forster, William, 
Forbes, A. K., . 
Law 

Fowler, Robert, i 
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Fleming, R. P- - 
Foxall, J., j.p. - 
Frizell, Alexander 
Fay, Thomas - 
Fleming, J osepli - 
I Fisher, Samuel - 
''Forsyth, John - - ' - 

Forsyth, William - 

Fausset, Charles, j.p. - 

French, J. F. H. C. - 

Flack, James 
Fitzgerald,- Aug., Clerk 
Ferguson, J. Robert, Stamp 
Distributor 

Fenwick, William, j.p. 

Fowler, Captain - 

Gosford, Earl of - 
Granard, Earl of,- j.p. 

Grace, O. D. J., m.p., d.l., j.p. 
Godfrey, Sir W. D., Bart., d.l. 
Grimshaw, R., d.l., j.p. 
Gordon, Robert, d.l. - 
Gardiner, John, d.l., j.p. 
Griffith, Henry, d.i.., j.p. 
Gillmer, A. T., Clerk, ll.d. - 
Gordon, Richard, Manager 
Provincial Bank of Ireland 
Gilbert, Captain - 
Gregg, William, j.p. - 
Grimshaw, C. B. - 
Grimshaw, James 
Grimshaw, W. P. - - 

Gaussen, John L., m.d. 

Gilion, William, j.p. - 
Gilion, Andrew, j.p. - 
Goddard, Robert - 
Goodlatte, Dr. - 
Gartlan, Peter - - - 
Gunning, John - 
Glenn, John ... 
Gregg, Thomas, j.p. 

Gordon, R. F., j.p. 

Gordon, James C., Clerk, 

Getty, D. C., j.p. 

Getty, Thomas B., Admiralty 
Agent - 

Gabbett, Joseph, Clerk 
Gage, William - 
Gwynn, S., Clerk 
Gregg, John T. - 
Gore, James Knox, j.p. 
Gillmore, William 
Graham, Samuel A. - 
Goff, Joseph, jun., j.r. 

Graham, David, Merchant - 
Gunning, James, j.p. - 
Gervais, Francis J., j.p. 

Grene, Francis, High Sheriff 
Goudy, D. - 



.Killeavy Castle Armagh. 
Armagh - - Armagh. 

Cootehill - - | Cavan. ' 

Cootehill - - Cavan. 

Cootehill - - Cavan. 

Holy wood - i Down. 
Belfast - - Antrim. 

Enniskillen - [ Fermanagh. 
London - - Galway. 

Drumbore - ' Leitrim. 

Moneymore - ! Londonderr\ 



Gosford Castle 
Castle Forbes 
Mantua - 
Kilcoleman 
Longwood 
Florida Manor 
Castlerea - 
Castle Neynoe 
Cahy 



Lisburn - 
Belfast 
W hitehouse 
Whitehouse 
Crumlin - 
Ballymena 
Ballymena 
Belfast 

Lubin Lodge - 
Cootehill - 
Donegall - 
Ballybofey 
Ballytnenock 
Craigdarragh - 

Delamont 

Donaghadee 

Donaghadee 

Ardmillin 

Bellarena - 

Agherton Rectory 

Moneymore 

Broadlands 

Sligo 

Aughnacloy 
London - 
Ramelton - 
Well brook 
Cecil 

Shannon View - 



Armagh. 

Longford. 

Roscommon. 

Antrim. 

Down. 

Mayo. 

Sligo. 

Sligo. 



Down. 

Limerick. 

Londonderry. 

Londonderry. 

Londonderry. 

Mayo. 

Sligo. 

Tyrone. 

Tyrone. 

Donegall. 

Tyrone. 

Tyrone. 

Limerick. 

Ayrshire. 



Hardinge, Lord - 
Hardinge, C. S., m.p. - 
Higgins, Lieut.-Colonel, m.p., 

Haves, E. S., Bart., d.l., j.p. 
HeVgate, Sir F. W., Bart., 
High Sheriff, d.l., j.p. 
Harvey, John, d.l., j.p. 
Hamilton, .John, d.l., j.p. 
Harri son, John, d.l., j.p. 
Harman, Hon. L. H. King, 

Holy, Pierce, d l., j.p. 
Houghton, G. Powell, d.l., j.p. 



South Park 
South Park 

Glen Corrib 
Drumboe - 

Bellarena - 
Malin Hall 
St. Ernan’s 
Mertoun Hall 

Newcastle 
Rockfield - 
Kilmannock 



Londonderry. 

Donegall. 

Donegall. 

Down. 



Henry, P. Shuldham, Presi- 
dent Queen’s College' 

Heron, J ames, Director Ulster 
Bank .... 
Hineks, Thomas, Clerk, m.a. 
Higginson, John, j.p. - 
Hunter, William, j.p. - 
Higginson, Henry T., a.m., j.p. 
Horner, Francis, S ub- Agen t, 

Hutchinson, William, t.c.d. - 
’. Hutcheson, David 
Hardy, John 

Henry, George - - - 

Hutcliison, Richard - - ] 

Hughes, George D. - 

Hughes, John - - - I 

Hughes, John - - - 

Horan, Patrick - 
Horan, Thomas, m.d. - 

• Hogg, L., Clerk - - - 

Homan, Richard, Clerk - ; 
Harvey, E., P.m. - - - 

Hearne, F. J., m.a., Clerk - 
Haslett, William, j.pf - 
Hastings, Anthony, j.p. 
Hamilton, Edward M., Clerk, 
j.p. - - - - - 

Hamilton, James, j.p. - 
Heard, Richard, j.p. - 
Hamilton, J. 

Henry, Thomas G., j.p. 
Harrison, Henry - 
Hamilton, H. S., Clerk 
Heron, Robert, j.p. 

Harper, Hans, m.d. 

Hineks, 1 Edward, d.d. - 
Hamilton, A. R., j.p. - 
Hamilton, C. J., j.p. - - j 

Hastings, John, j.p. - - j 

Harrell, David, j.p. - - j 

Hill, Samuel - 
Hewitt, Samuel, W. 

Harper, Robert - 
Hill, John, Clerk 
Hood, J. 

Hamilton, William Rowan - 
Hamilton, W. E. 

Hamilton, Archibald - 
Hill, J., j.p. - - - | 

’• Hope, Henry Thomas. High j 
'• Sheriff - - - - 

'■ Herron, James, p.m. - - ! 

Hamilton, Alfred, Clerk - I 
Harrow, Henry, r.n. - - 1 

Humphreys, John, jp. 
Humphrey, T. D. - - ] 

Hamilton, James, m.d., r-n. - 1 
Holmes, John, j.p. - - 

Holmes, R. M'Crea - 
Hay, Captain ... 
Hammond, Thomas 
Hay, Sir Adam, Bart. - 
Hay, Sir James Dalrymple, 
Bart., d.l. - - - 

Hamilton, M. A. - - 1 

levers, Colin, Clerk 
Irvine, Major, d.l., j.p. 

. Irvine, J. G., j.p. 

Ireland, Arthur - - - 1 

Irvine, William R., m.d. - < 

Irwin, W. J., m.d. - - ' 

Johnson, Sir William G., j 

Bart-, d.i.., j p. - - . 

Johnson, W. C. D. - - 1 . 



Armagh - 
Armagh - - ! 

Tandragee - J 

Tandragee - j 

Glenburn - - j 

Keady - - | 

Armagh - - I 

Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Cootehill - 
Cootehill - 
Cavan 

Redford Glebe - 
Culdaff - 
Malin 

Londonderry - I 
Kilmacrenan - 

Drumeneath 
Brown Hall 
Dunfanaghy 
London. 

The Abbey 
Holy wood House 
Garvaghy 
Ardigon House - 
Ballywoolen 
Killyleagh 
Killyleagh Castle 
j Warrenpoint 
Downpatrick - 
j Downpatrick - 
Banbridge 
j Killinchy - 
Maymore - 
Donaghadee 
Finglass - 
Observatory 
Observatory 
Observatory 
Bellaghv - - 1 

Castleblayney - 
Sligo 

Millifort Glebe - 
Caledon - 
Strabane - 
Strabane - - I 

Omagh 

Stranabrosny . - 
Glencush - 



Rasharkin 
Rockfield - 
Rockfield - 
Galway - 
Castleblayney 
Omagh 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



Jones, Thomas Hamilton i 

Morris, ip. • - - Moneyglass 

Johnson, Richard, Clerk - i Tandragee 
Jenkinson, William, Agent - j Mount Pie: 
Jackson, John, Agent - - j Richhill - 

Johnston, James - Tynan 

Jamison, James - - - j Cootehill - 

Jones, Thomas - - - j Ballyshannon 

Jamison, Robert - - - j Movilla ■ 

Johnston, George Henry 

M‘Dowell, Clerk, j.p. - ■ Ballywillwill 
Johnston, Robert - - j Hollypark 

Johnston, II. G., j.r. - i Hollypark 

Johnston, II. J., Clerk - | Rathfriland 
Jamison, John, Manufacturer Donaghadee 
Johnston, William, m.d. - | Kesh 
Jones, Captain - - - j Moneyglass 

Jessop, F. Thomas, j.p. - \ Doory Hall 
Jackson, John ... Ballibav - 
Johnston, Captain - - | Mil more - 

Jallnut, Peter - - - Sligo 

Johnston, J. Wardlaw, j.p. - Aughnacloy 
Johnston, Thomas, p.m. - I Omagh 

J oyce. W. C. - - - Drogheda - 

Kildare, Marquis of, d.l. - Kilkea Cast 
Kenmarc, Earl of - - Killarney - 

Kilmaine, Lord - Galston Ho 

Ker, David Stewart, m.p., 

d.l., j.p. - Montalto - 

Kennedy, Tristram, m.p. - Dublin 

Knox, Hon. W. Stewart, m.p., 

d.l., j.p. .... Dungannon 
Kirk, William, m.p., j.p. - Keady 

King, John Wingfield, d.l., 

J.p. - - - - - j Woodhill - 

Kirk, Daniel - - - Moorfield- 

Kinkend, James - - - | Tandragee 

KidJ, Thomas, j.p., Manager j 

Belfast Bank - - - Armagh - 

Kidd, Joseph, Barrister - t Armagh - 

Kirkpatrick, Richard - - I Armagh - 

Kidd, Osborne - = - Tullymore 

Keitel I, Robert - - - j Corriasesk 

Kettell, Francis - - - Rantara - 

Kilmore, Lord Bishop of - J The Palace 
Kaugh, Edward - - - Glengollen 

Kent, Edward, Clerk - - | Dromore - 

Kerr, J. A., Clerk - - I Dromore - 

Kenning, Adam - - - | KilJyleagh 

Kennedy, W. - - - j Greyabbey 

Kelso, Edward - - - J Donaghadee 

King, John G., d l., j.p. - Ballylin - 
Kiernan, Robert T. - - Aughalough 

Kell, J oseph, j.p. - - Carrick-on-S 

Knox, Samuel Wright - Coleraine - 
Kyle, Henry ... Laurel Hill 
Knox, Colonel, j.p. - - Ballinrobe 

Knox, Ernest, j.p. - - Castlerea - 

Kirkwood, Joseph, j.p. - Killala 
Kirkwood, Palmer - - Killala - 

Ker, A. A., j.p. - Newbliss He 

Keenan, F. - - - - Aughnacloy 

Knox, E. 0., j.p. - - Desertcreat 

Kearney, James Charles, 

High Sheriff ... Blanchville 
Kennedy, David, j.p. - - Stranraer - 

Leinster, Duke of Carton 

Londonderry, Frances Anne, 

Marchioness of - - Garron Towc 

Xistowel. Earl of, d.l , j.p. - Convamore 



I Moneyglass House! Antrim. 

Tandragee j Armagh, 
j Mount Pleasant | Armagh. 



- j Armagh. 

- | Armagh. 

- Cavan. 

- j Donegal!. 

- i Down. 



Kilkea Castle - I Kildare. 
Killarney - - I Kerry. 

Galston House - i Westmeatl 



Dromore - 

KilJyleagh 

Greyabbey 

Donaghadee 

Ballylin - 

Aughalough 

Carrick-on-Shan- 

Coleraine - 
Laurel Hill 
Ballinrobe 
Castlerea - 
Killala 
Killala - 
Newbliss House 
Aughnacloy 
Desertcreat 



Leitrim. 
Londonderry, 
i Londonderry. 
1 Mayo. 

I Mayo. 

Mayo. 

I Mayo. 

i i!? han ' i 



- Kilkenny. I 
Wigtonsliire.J 



Meen Glasco - Donegall. 
Lawn House - J Mayo. 
Brownlow House j Armagh. 



Leslie, Charles Powell, m.p., 
d.l., j.p. .... 
Lewis, Lieut.-Colonel, d.l., j.p. 
Legge, William Wallace, d.l., 

Leslie, James E., d.l., j.p. - j 
Lecky, John James, d.l., j.p. 
Lewis, M. P. W., Barrister- j 
at- Law - - - - j 

La Touche, John, d.l., j.p. - | 
Lefroy, Anthony, d.l. - - • 

Lloyd, William, d.l., j.p. - I 
Leuigan, James, d.l., j.p. - 1 
Lindesay, Frederick, d.l., j.p. ! 
Leckey, Hugh, j.p. - - , 

. Leathern, W. H., Merchant - I 
L’Estrange, George - - ! 

L’Estrange, G. H., j.p. - j 
Leslie, William, Provincial ! 

Bank - - - . j 

Lindsav, John, j.p. - - i 

Loftie/J. H., j.p. - - | 

Lefroy, Jeffrey, Clerk - - J 

Lowry, John F., Merchant - : 
Leslie, E. F., j.p. 

Leslie, J. C. W., Clerk - i 
Leslie, Francis Charles - I 

Lowry, J., Woollendrapcr - 
Lynch, J. M., Chairman j 

Harbour Commissioners - 
Langrish, Robert B., j.p. 
Lawder, John D., j.p. 

Lyle, James A., j.p. - - : 

Ledworth, Edward, j.p. - I 

Lindsay, T. S., sen., j.p. - jl 
Lindsay, T. Spencer, d.l. - I 

Lloyd, Henry, j.p. - . [ 

Lynus, Henry 

L’Estrange, Christopher, j.p. | 
Lucas, Edmund A., Clerk - j 
Little, James, j.p. - . . 

Longfield, Mountefort, Hi»-h 
Sheriff, d.l., j.p. 

Manchester, Duke of - - j 

Meath, Earl of - 
Massereene and Ferrard, Vis- j 
count, d.l., j.p. - . j 

Middleton, Viscount - . I ' 

Montague, Lord Robert, d.l., 

: 

Moutray, Anketell, High 
Sheriff - - . • 

Magan, W. H., m.p. - - < 

Maxwell, Honourable Lieut.- 
Colonel, m.p. - . J 

Macnaghten, Sir E. Work- 
man, Bart., d.l, j.p. - j 
Moore, James S., d.l., j.p. - ] 

Maunsell, Captain - - ] 

Montgomery, Lieut.-Colonel, 



Maxwell, Honourable Richard, 
d.l., j.p. - ] 

Mulholland, Andrew, d.l., j.p. f 
Montgomery, Hugh, d.l., j.p. ( 
Magennis, Richard, d.l., j.p. ] 
Moore, Ponsonby, d l., j.p. - J 
Miller, Rowley, d.l., j.p. - I 
Moutray, J. C., d.l., j.p. - ] 

Morris, Shapland C., d.l., j.p ] 
Magill, J. W., j.p. - - ( 

Montgomery, John, d.l., j.p. ] 
Montgarrett, R. - - . ( 

Millar, William, Linen Mer- 
chant - - - . T 



- j Glasslough - Monaghan, 
p. Scottstown - Monaghan. 

' Malone House - Antrim. 

! Leslie Hill - Antrim. 
Ballykoaly - Carlow. 

: Scatown Castle - Monaghan. 

I Harristown - Kildare, 

i Carrickglass - Longford. 

I Rockville- - Roscommon. 

1 Castle Fogerty - Tipperary. 

! Loughry - - Tyrone. 

: Beardiville - Antrim. 

, Armagh - - Armagh. 

! Kilnaerol- - Cavan. 

! Kilnacrot- - Cavan. 

j Cootehill - - Cavan. 

Banbridge - Down. 

! Lough brickland 

House - - Down, 

j Loughbrickland Down. 

; Saintfield - - Down. 

Donaghadee - 1 Down. 

; Ballibay - - j Monaghan, 

j Ballyward Lodge ; 1 Down. 
Donaghadee - ! Down. 



j Galway - - j 

1 Ballyduff- - I 

j Moyclare - - < 

: Knocktoma 
Ledinthoron House 
Hollymount House 
jHollymount House: 
Camla - - j 

Sligo 

Temple Halls - j 
Lurgan Lodge - 
Loughbrickland j 



Galway. 

Kilkenny. 

King’s Co. 

Londonderry. 

Longford. 

Mayo. 

Mayo. 

Monaghan. 

Sligo. 

Sligo. 

Sligo. 



Tandragee Castle j Armagh. 

| Kilruddery •• , Wicklow. 

I , . 

I Antrim - - j Antrim. 

| Lota Lodge - j Cork. 



Favor Royal - j Tyrone. 
Clonearl - - j King’s Co. 



Portland - 
Springvale 
Greyabbey 
Finvoy 

Moorefield House 
Moneymore - ] 
Favor Royal - 1 

Harbour View - 
Carrickfergus - 
Benvarden 
Crumlin - 



- Antrim. 

| Miller. 
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Millar, John, Linen Merchant 
Millar, Luke 
Montgomery, H., ll.d. 
Montgomery, Hugh, Banker 
Montgomery, T., j.p. - 
Maxwell, S., j.p. - 
Miller, Moore, b.m. 

Mulligan, N. J., Manager 
Ulster Bank - 
Maunsell, W. C., Clerk 
Morris, Thomas - 
Mulligan, Thomas 
Morrison, J ames - 
Marshall, James - 
Mortimer, Charles, j.p. 
Mortimer, David - 
Mortimer, William 
Mortimer, David, jun. - 
, Moore, Samuel • - - 

Murray, William, j.p. - 
Maxwell, Henry - 
Magee, Andrew - 
, Muihern, Anthony 
| Macormick, John W. - 
Marshall, Henry Octavius, j.p. 
Moore, J., j.p. - 
I Massy, John M., a.m., Clerk 
Montgomery, Thomas H. 
Moore, Hugh, a.m , p.m. 
Mulligan, Gilbert 
Mullin, George & Co. - 
Miller, Alexander, j.p. - 
MacGowan, John C. - 
Mulholland, John, j.p. 

May, Edward J. - 
I Miller, John 
Magenis, W. G., Clerk 
Maude, Maurice C., j.p. 
Mooney, Francis, j.p. - 
Maunsell, E. William 
Maunsell, Henry, j.p. - 
Montgomery, C. L., Clerk - 
Montgomery, IT. L., Solicitor 
Miller, John Rowley, j.p. 
Maxwell, Zach. M-, lt.c.s.i. - 
Morrow, Hugh, j.p. - 
Morant, George, j.p. 

March, John R., p.m. - 
Moorhead, J ohn, j.p. - 
Minnett, Richard A., j.p. 
Mulloy, Coote, j.p. 

Moore, Stephen - 
Menane, E. F., Merchant 
Martin, Thomas, Solicitor - 
Miliar, J ohn - 

Musgrove, Samuel 
Major, Henry - 
Mathews. James - 
Maitland, Patrick, d.l. 

Maxwell, Sir William, Bart. 
Maxwell, G. H„ j.p. - 
I M'Anally, Lieutenant - 
M‘Kee, Joseph, j.p. 

1 M'lntosh, E.‘ j.p. 

M'Leroth, Thoma's, j.p. 
M'Leneham, J. M., j.p. 
M'Minn, Alexander, j.p. 
M'Dfjnnell, John - 
M'Donnell, Michael - 
M Donnell, Francis 
M'Ardle, Philip - - - 

M'Conville, James 
^ Mahon, Patrick 
MNaughten, William, Flax- 
spinner .... 
M'Comb, Martin 
M'Kinstry, John - 

123. 



RESIDENCE. 

Antrim 
Antrim 
Dunmurry 
Ballydrain 
Bush Hill 
Armagh - . 
Armagh - 

Armagh - 
The Castle 
Crossmaglen 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Lake view 
Cornalcill - 
Lislin 
Lakeview - 
The Rocks 
Rockcorry 
Cootehill - 
Ballybofey 
Donegall - 
Donegall - 
Fahan House - 
Shannon Grove - 
Loughbrickland 
Springfield 
Newtownards - 
Parkmount 
Glen Mills 
Downpatrick 
Donaghadee 
Craigavad 
Rockport - 
Comber - 
Colchester 
Chanter Hill 
The Doon 
Limerick - 
Limerick - 
Drumkeirin 
Drumkeirin 
Moneymore 
Moneymore 
Corraboole House) 
Shirley House 
Monaghan 
Aughinakerig 
Deriygooney 
Hughstown 
Sligo 

Fivemiletown 
Omagh 
Lisburn - 
Lisburn - 
Lisburn - 
Drogheda 
Ballyreggan 
Monreith - 
Monreith - 
Markethill 
Markethill 
Cootehill - 
Killynether House) 
Rathfriland 
Herdstown 
Crossmaglen 
Creggan Hou 
Crossmaglen 
Crossmaglen 
Crossmaglen 
Lislea 

Emyvale - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 



Antrim. 

Antrim. 

Antrim. 

Down. 

Antrim. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Tyrone. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Cavan. 

Cavan. 

Cavan. 

Cavan. 

Cavan. 

Monaghan. 

Cavan. 

Donegall. 

Donegall. 

Donegall. 

Donegall. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down.’ 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Essex. 



King’s Co. 
Limerick. 
Limerick. 
Leitrim. 
Leitrim. 
Londonderry. 
Londonderry. 
Longford. 
Monaghan. 
Monaghan. 
Monaghan. 
Monaghan. 
Roscommon. 
Sligo. 
Tyrone. 
Tyrone. 
Antrim. 
Antrim. 
Antrim. 
Louth. 
Wigtonshire 
Wigtonshire. 
Wigtonshiri 
Armagh. 
Armagh. 
Cavan. 
Down. 
Down. 
Down. 
Armagh. 
Armagh. 
Armagh. 
Armagh. 
Armagh. 
Armagh. 

Monaghan. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 



M'Nulty, Edward 
M'Creight, H., Clerk - 
M'Cielland, Thomas, Solicitor 
M'Creery, A., p.m. 

M‘Auley, John, p.m. - 
M'Cullough, Julius, p.m. 
M'Kittrick, John, Woollen- 
draper - 

M'Quoid, George, Shipowner 
M'Neill, John - 
M'Neill, Arthur - 
M'Neill, Charles - - - 

M'Cu'lagh, James, j.p. 
M'Malh, James - 
M'Math, Hamilton, j.p. 
M'Gowan, J ohn, Mayor 
M'Crea, Robert ... 
M'Crea, William - - 

M'Cance, William, j.p. 
M'Haffie, George, Provost - 
M'Douell, James, j.p. - 
M'Culloeh, David 

Napier, Joseph, m.p. - 
Norreys, Sir D. Jephson, 
Bart., d.l. 

Norman, T. Lee, d.l., j.p. - 
Nicholson, J oseph, j.p. - 
Norman, Thomas 
Nelson, Samuel - - 

Nicholson, Robert, j.p. 
Neilson, John, Merchant 

O’Beirne, Hugh, High Sheriff, 
d.l. - 

O’Brien, Cornelius, m.p., j.p. 
O’Flagherty, A., m.p., j.p. - 
O’Callaghan, Hugh. d.l. 
O’Reilly, Myles, ‘W., d.l. - 
Orr, Alexander, Clerk - 
O’Connor, George John, m.b., 

T.C.D. - 

O’Sullivan, Mortimer, Clerk 
O’Brien, J. S., j.p. - 
Ovie, R. S. - - - - 

O'Reilly, E. S. - 

O’Reilly, Henry - 

O’Callaghan, C. G., High 
Sheriff - - - 

O’Lyles, Geoffrey 
Orr, John, p.m. - 

O’Hegan, J. - - 

O’Donnell, John, j.p. - 
O’Hara, James, Clerk - 
Olpherts, Richard, j.p. - 
O’Neill, Francis - 
Owens, William - 

Power, Edmund, High Sheriff, 

Parnell, J., d.l., j.p. 

Purdon, S. G., d.l., j.p. 

Porter, John G. V., d.l., j.p 
Power, Nicholas, d.l., j.p. 
Pakenham, Arthur, a.b. 
Patrick, John, j.p. 

Pratt, Joseph, m.d. 

Prentice, Thomas A. - 
Paton, William, j.p. 

Price, James C. - 
Potter, Robert, j.p. 

Price, William Blackwood, j.i 
Parsons, William, j.p. - 
Park, David, p.m. 

Powell, John Knox, j.p. 

Price, J. Blackwood, Clerk - 

B 



Cootehill ■ 
Belturbet - 
Banbridge 
Killyleagh 
Millisle - 
Newtownards 

Newtownards 

Donaghadee 

Aughadruminshin 

Aughadruminshin 

Aughadruminshin 

Corfadd - 

Castleblayney - 

Thornford 

Sligo 

Grange House - 
Farm hill - 
Suffolk - 
Wigton - 
Logan 
Auehmess 

Mountjoy-square 

The Castle 
Corballis - 
Cranagill House 
Glengollan 
Holywood 
Balloo 

Fivemiletown - 



Jamestown Lodge 
Birchfield 
Knockbane 
Rosemount 
Knockabbey 
|Lambeg Parsonage 

Ballycastle 
Tan dragee 
Tandragee 
Clantillen - 
Mullagh House 
Mullagh - 

Ballynahinch - 
Belfast 
Comber - 
Vicarage - 
Larkfield - 
Coleraine - 
Carrowmore 
Mount Pleasant 
Drogheda 



Waterford, 
Avondale - 
Tinerana - 
Belleisle - 
Faithlegg Castle 
Langford Lodge 
Ballymena 
Markethill 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Saintfield House 
Ardview - 
Saintfield - 
Greyabbey 
Carrowdore 
Newtowsards - 
Newtownards - 



COUNTS'. 



Cavan. 

Cavan. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Monaghan. 

Monaghan. 

Monaghan. 

Sligo. 

Tyrone. 

Tyrone. 

Antrim. 

Wigtonshire. 

Wigtonshire. 

Wigtonshire. 

Dublin. 

Cork. 

Louth. 

Armagh. 

Donegall. 

Down. 

Down. 

Tyrone. 



Leitrim. 

Clare. 

Galway. 

Dublin. 

Louth. 

Antrim. 

Antrim. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Cavan. 

Cavan. 

Clare. 

Antrim. 

Down. 

Dublin. 

Leitrim. 

Londonderry. 

Sligo. 

Tyrone. 

Louth. 



Waterford. 

Wicklow. 

Clare. 

Fermanagh. 

Waterford. 

Antrim. 

Antrim. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 

Down. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



NAMES. 



Pair, William, Manager Bel- 
fast Bank - 
Persse, Thomas M., j.p. 
Patterson, Alexander - 
Palmer, Thomas, jun., j.p. - 
Palmer, Thomas, j.p. - 
Prentice, Henry L., j.p. 
Prentice, Henry E, 
Patterson, William, j.p. 
Patterson, Frank A. - 
Porter, Thomas PI., d.d. 
Pendleton, Captain 

Quinn, Francis ... 

Roden, Earl of - 
Ranfurly, Earl of, d.l. - 
Ross, David, of Bladens- 
burgh, j.p. ... 
Reilly, J. Temple, d.l., j.p. - 
Ryan, George, d.l. 

Rowe, J ohn, d.l., j.p. - 
Richardson, Sons & Owden - 
Richardson, J. - 
Ringland, Thomas, Manager 
Ulster Bank - - - 

Rowan, John, j.p. 

Rowan, Robert W., Clerk, j.p. 
Robinson, George, d.l., j.p. - 
Rowley, James, Chairman 
Town Commissioners 
Riddell, Robert & Co., Mer- 
chants .... 
Ryan, Simon ... 
Robinson, George, Clerk 
Rathborne, John - 
Rankin, Samuel, j.p. - 
Ringland, Andrew, Merchant 
Rogers, Thomas, Merchant - 
Rutton, Henry Loftie - 
Ross, Thomas, s.i.c. 
Redington, John, h.c. - 
Rynd, Christopher, j.p. 
Ruxton, William, j.p. - 
Reade, George H., Clerk, j.p. 
Russeli, J. A., Clerk - 
Russell, Charles D., a.b. 
Robinson, R. D., j.p. - 
Robertson, Thomas 
Ryan, John D., h.p. - 
Robinson, Charles 
Richardson, J. J., m.p. - 
Richardson. Jonathan, j.p. - 
Richardson, John, j.p. 

Stoney, Thomas Butler, High 
Sheriff, j.p. - 
Shee, William, m.p. 

Staples, Sir Thomas, Bart., 
D.L., J.P. - 

Stronge, Sir James M., Bart., 
d.l., j.p. - - 

Stewart, Sir James, Bart., 

D.L., j p. - 

Stewart, A. J. R., d.l., j.p. - 
Stewart, John Vandeleur, 
d.l., j.p. - - - - 

Sandes, Thomas, d.l., j.p. 
Stubber, Robert H., d.l., j.p. 
Staples, Edmund, d.l., j.p. - 
Smyth, Richard, d.l., j.p. - 
Stronge, J ames M., jun., d.l., 

Story, Colonel 

Stannus, James, the Dean of 
Ross .... 
Stannus, Walter T., j.p. 



RESIDENCE. 



Newtownards - 
Ardmore - 
Carnamoney 
Summerhill 
Summerhill 
Caledon - 
Caledon - 
Fivemiletown - 
Omagh - 
Ballymally Glebe 
Trim 

Cloone 

Tollymore Park 
Dungannon Park 

Rostrevor 
Scarvagh House 
Inch House 
Ballycross 
Glenmore 
Glenmore 

Belfast ■ - 
Mount Davys - 
Mount Davys - 
Armagh - 

Tandragee 

Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Porteroghan 
Cavan 

Tiernaleague 
Killyleagh 
Newtownards - 
Warrenpoint 
Kesh 

Dangan House - 
Mount Armstrong 
Ardee House - 
Inniskeen - 
Clontibret 
Clontibret 
Rathellen - 
Sligo 

Tipperary - 
Aughnacloy 
Lisburn - 
Lambeg - 
Summerhill 



Portland - 
Thomastown 

Lissan 

Tynan Abbey - 

Fortstewart 
Ards House 

Rockhill - 
Sallow Glen 
Moyne 
Dunmore - 
Ballynatray 

Tynan Abbey - 
Errington 

Lisburn - 
Lisburn - 



COUNTY. 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


COUNTY. 




Stuart, Major-General, c.b. - 


Gracehill - 


Antrim. 


Down. 


Stuart, Charles George, j.p. - 


Ballyhibbistock 


Antrim. 


Galway. 


Smyth, J. PI., Clerk - 


Ballyclug 


Antrim. 


Londonderry 


Singleton, M., r.m., j.p. 


Ballymena 


Antrim. 


Mayo. 

Mayo. 


Skinner, C. Macgregor, j.p. - 
Stuart, George, Royal North 


Malone - 


Antrim. 


Tyrone. 


Down Rifles ... 


Belfast 


Antrim. 


Tyrone. 


Synnot, Marcus, j.p. - 


Newtownhamiltoi 


Armagh. 


Tyrone. 


Synnot, Parker G., j.p. 


N ewtownhamilton 


Armagh. 


Tyrone. 


Synnot, R. S. - 


Ballinrobe 


Armagh. 


Tyrone. 


Synnot, William F., a.b. 


Ballymoyer 


Armagh. 


Meath. 


Scott, George - 


Armagh - 


Armagh. 




Stanley, John, Solicitor 
Sloane, James, Merchant 


Armagh - 


Armagh. 


Leitrim. 


Moy 


Tyrone. 




Sturgeon, John, Merchant - 


Keady 


Armagh. 


Down. 


Small, S., Merchant 


Armagh - 


Armagh. 


Tyrone. 


Steed, David ... 
Smith, Philip ... 


Armagh - 


Armagh. 


Cavan 


Cavan. 


Down. 


Sargent, Henry, j.p. - 


Virginia - 


Cavan. 


Down. 


Shera, John ... 






Tipperary. 


Sharpe, James, m.d. 


Cootehill - 


Cavan. 


Wexford. 


Style, W. II. M., j.p. - 


Glenmore - 


Donegall. 


Antrim. 


Stevenson, William 


Donegall - 


Donegall. 


Antrim. 


Stewart, Charles, Clerk, j.p. - 


Horn Head House 


Donegall. 




Staples, Molesworth, j.p. 


Moville - 




Antrim. 


Stewart, John, j.p. 


Lough veagh House 
Ballysliannon - 


Donegall. 


Antrim. 


Stubbs, J. J. 


Donegall. 


Antrim. 


Shaw, J., m.d. ... 


Killyleagh 


Down. 


Armagh. 


Stone, Guy, j.p. - 


Barnhill - 


Down. 


Strcan, Thomas - 
Smyth, John - 


Newtownards - 


Down. 


Armagh. 


Banbridge 


Down. 




Stewart, Samuel, m.d. - 
Semple, Edward, Clerk 


Donaghadee 


Down. 


Armagh. 


Drumkeera Glebe 


Fermanagh. 


Armagh. 


Sankey, Matthew II., j.p. - 


Brookboro’ 


F’ermanagh. 


Armagh. 


Somerville, Robert 


Galway - 


Galway. 


Cavan. 


Sandes, M. F. G. - 

Sandes, Stephen C. 


Oak Park 


Kerry. 


Donegall. 


Oak Villa- 


Kerry. 


Down. 


Scott, Joseph ... 


Cloone 


Leitrim. 


Down. 


Spotswood, A., j.p. 


Millbrook 


Londonderry 


Down. 


Slator, B., j.p. ... 
Story, Joseph, j.p. 


Colehill - 


Longford. 


Fermanagh. 


Bingfield - 


Cavan. 


Galway. 


Shirley, Evelyn J. - - 


Carrickmacross- 


Monaghan. 


Kildare. 


Stopford, Thomas, j.p. - 


Lislea 




Louth. 


Smyth, John Gordon, j.p. - 


Ballibay - 


Monaghan. 


Monaghan. 


Story, William, Clerk, a.m. - 


Rectory, Ahaboy 


Monaghan. 


Monaghan. 


Simpson, J. E., a.b. 


Drumsnett Vicar- 


Monaghan. 


Staples, Robert, j.p. 




Monaghan. 
Queen’s Co. 


Sligo. 


Dunmore - 


Sligo. 


Sinclair, J. - 


Sligo 


Sligo. 


Tipperary. 


Scott, William, m.d. 


Aughnacloy 


Tyrone. 


Tyrone. 


Scott, J. FI. ... 


Caledon - 


Tyrone. 


Antrim. 


Shaw, W. J. Alexander, j.p. - 


Caledon - 




Antrim. 


Stanley, Charles, j.p. - 


Roughan - 


Tyrone. 


Fermanagh. 


Stuart, Charles, Merchant - 
Spencer, George, Merchant - 


Fivemiletown - 


Tyrone. 


Fivemiletown - 


Tyrone. 




Sendum, Robert, Merchant - 


Fivemiletown - 




Tipperary. 


Scott, Charles, j.p. 


Strauglirov 


Tyrone. 


Kilkenny. 


Stannus, J. R. - 
Spaight, W.,j.p., President of 


Lisburn - 


Antrim. 


Tyrone. 


the Chamber of Commerce- 


Limerick - 




Armagh. 


Stephenson, George, Seneschal 
Smvth, Matthew Johnston, 


Lisburn - 


Antrim. 


Donegall. 


Solicitor - 


Lisburn - 


Antrim. 


Donegall. 


Templetown, Viscount - 


Castle Upton - 


Antrim. 


Donegall. 


Tempest, Lord A. Vane 
Talbot, J ohn H., High Sheriff, 


Garron Tower - 


Antrim. 


Kerry. 


D.L., J.P. .... 


Ballytrent 


W exford. 


Queen’s Co. 


Tennent, Sir James Emerson, 


Queen's Co. 


Tracy,’ W. S., r.m. 


Tempo Castle - 


Fermanagh. 


Waterford. 


Belfast . - 






Tennon, Michael, p.p. - 


U pper Creggan - 


Armagh. 


Armagh. 


Tottenham, George, m.a., Clerk 


Tynan 


Armagh. 


I y rone. 


Turle, Robert ... 


Armagh - 






Thornton, Perrott, j.p. - 


Grenville - 




Antrim. 


Thompson, Theophilus, j.p. - 


Ford Lodge 


Cavan. 


Antrim. 


Toner, Andrew - 


Baflybofey 


Donegall. 

Tredennick 
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NAMES. 



RESIDENCE. 



fredennick, J. A., j.p. - 
jredennick, W. R. 

Iredcnnick, George N. 
jr e vor, Edward Hill, j.p. 
Thompson, Robert, j.p. 

T$ner, John K., j.p. - 
Taj'lor, Edward Montgomery, 
Clerk - 
Taylor, Daniel - 
Thompson, Mortimer - 
Thompson, T. G. - 
Thomson, Gordon A. - 
Taylor, John, Merchant 
Tiglie, Thomas G., j.p. - 
Tisdale, J araes, c.e. 

Taylor, John E., j.p. - 
Tipping, Gartside, j.p. 
Thompson, Robert, j.r. 
Taylor, John, m.d. 

Taylor, Edward, m.p. - 
Turnley, John, j.p. 



Camlin 

Fortwilliam 

Kildoney Glebe 

Lisnagade 

Holywood 

Moira 

Kirkcubbin 
Kirkcubbin 
Ballyboley 
Donagliadee 
Bedeque House 
Newtownards - 
Ballyward 
Finglass - - 

Cranbrooke 
Rossferry House 
Thornhill - 
Drum - 
Dublin 
Drumnasole 



Urquhart, W. Pollard, m.p., 

Uprichard, James Thomas 
Henry - 



Castle Pollard - 
Gilford 



Yerner, William, d.l., j.p. - 
Yerner, Thomas, Mayor, d.l., 

Vesey, George Waller - 
Yerner, William, j.p. - 
Yesey, William M. 

Vesey, John Stuart, m.d. 
Yerschoyle, r.j., j.p- - 



Verner’s Bridge 

Belfast 
Omagh - 
Windsor - 
Saintfield - 
Magherafelt 
Kilfylass - 



Wood, James J., j.p., High 
Sheriff - 

Whiteside, James, m.p. 

Weston ra, Hon. Lieut.-Colonel 

I Waring, Lucas, Chairman of 
Town Commissioners 
Wilson, Richard, j.p. - 
Wrightson, Thomas R., a.b. - 



Castlegrove 

Mountjoy-square 

Sharavogue 

Lisburn - 
Carnlough 
Ballycastle 



COUNTY. 


™. 


RESIDENCE. 




Wrixon, John, a.m. 


Malone - 




Wann, William, j.p. - 


Markethill 




Wall, Garrett, a.b. 
Wright, Thomas. - 


Ballymoyer Glebe 




Newtown 1 lam i 1 ton 




Wright, James - 


Newtownhamilton 




Wilkinson, T. L., m.d. - 


Benburb - 




Warpe, William - 


Cullcarn - 




Wann, James, ManagerUlster 






Bank - 


Cavan 




Watt, James - 


Ram el ton 




YVard, F. - 


Saintfield - 




YVilson, George Orr 


Thornhill - 




Wallace, James, Merchant - 


1\ ewtownards - 




YValker, Robert - 


Donagliadee 




YVilliams, George 


Finglass - 




Williams, Captain 


Dublin - - | 


Fermanagh. 

Monaghan. 


Woodron’e, John JN ., Clerk - 


Glanmire - | 


West, George B., j.p. - 


Drumdarkin Cot- 




tage 


Dublin. 


West, George B., jun. - 


Drumhallow 




Whitsitt, John, p.m. 


Drum 




Wall, Christopher Edward, j.p 


Clones 




Walker, Andrew, j.p. - 




Mestmeath. 


Woods, William A. - 


Sligo 




Wood, R. H., h.c. 






YVray, Robert, j.p. 
Waller, Edward, j.p. - 


Dungannon 




Lissenderry 




Wilson, Charles - 


Caledon - 




YVorthington, C. - 
Wilody, Thomas A. - 


Caledon - 




Caledon - 






Lime Dark 




White, John, j.p. 


Belmont - 




YVinter, Samuel, d.l. - 


Agher - - 


Londonderry 


Walkington, Thomas - 


Ballinderry 




Young, George, d.l., j.p. 


Culdaff House - 




Young, John, j.p. 


Galgorm Castle 


Donegall. 


Young, William, Clerk 


Ballywillwill - 




Young, William, j.p. - 


Mount Hall 


King’s Co. 


Young, James J. 


Collon 


Antrim. 


Kennv, Stanhope, Paymaster 


Ballinrobe 


Antrim. 

Antrim. 


Mayo Militia - 



COUNTY. 



Antrim. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Armagh. 

Tyrone. 

Armagh. 

Cavan. 

Donegall. 

Antrim. 

Down. 

Down. 

Dublin. 

Dublin. 

Cork. 



Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Monaghan. 

Monaghan. 

Sligo. 

Sligo. 

Sligo. 

Tyrol 
Tyrol 
Tyrol 
Tyrone. 
Tyr< 
Tyrone. 
Limerick. 
Meath. 
Antrim . 



Donegall. 

Antrim. 

Down. 

Donegall. 

Louth. 



Mayo. 



Treasury Minute, dated 27 May 1856. 

Transmit these memorials to the Lords of the Admiralty, and state that mj r 
Lords, fully recognising the desirableness of a short sea passage between the 
North of Ireland and Scotland, which might be used for the conveyance of 
mails and passengers, request that their Lordships will report to this Board, 
between what points on the coast on each side wall be, upon the balance of all 
considerations, best for such a passage, taking into account the existing con- 
venience for such services ; or the cost at which suitable convenience could be 
attained. . . , . . . ,. 

Should the Lords of the Admiralty not be in a condition, with the information 
now before them, to make such a report., request that they will institute such a 
survey and investigation as may be necessary. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Secretary to the Treasury . 

Sir, Admiralty, 23 July 1856. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of 5tli June last, with enclosures, wherein you • 
state that the Lords of the Treasury fully recognise the importance of a short 
sea passage between the North of Ireland and Scotland, which might be used 
for the conveyance of mails and passengers, and in which you request the 
Admiralty to report to the Treasury, between what points on the coast 
123. b 2 on 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



on each side of the Channel will be, upon the balance of all considerations, best 
for such a passage and that should the Lords of the Admiralty not be in a 
position, with the information before them, to make such a report, the Lords of 
the Treasury request they will institute such a survey and investigation as may 
be necessary. 

In reply I am directed to state, for the information of the Lords of the Trea- 
sury, that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, after duly considering 
the subject have come to the conclusion that Portpatrick and Donaghadee are 
the most suitable harbours between which a short sea passage can be best esta- 
blished ; and that their Lordships do not consider any further local investigation 
necessary, but are of opinion that if the Lords of the Treasury approve of the 
re-establishment of the packet service at these ports, it will be desirable no time be 
lost in directing an inquiry into the best and most economical means of render 
ing the harbours as efficient and commodious as the circumstances of the respec- 
tive cases will admit. 

I am, &c. 

James Wilson, Esq., m. p., &c. &c. &c. (signed) Thos. Phinn. 

Secretary, Treasury. 



Treasury Minute, dated 8 August 1856. 

Write to the Secretary of the Admiralty, and request that means may be 
taken to ascertain, as early as possible, the manner by which the ports of Port- 
patrick and Donaghadee, at the least cost, can be rendered as efficient for the 
proposed service as the circumstances of those ports will admit of. 



Treasury Minute, dated 15 August 1856. 

My Lords have under their consideration several memorials, signed by 
persons interested in the communication between the North of Ireland and 
Scotland, and praying that their Lordships will take measures to determine the 
ports best adapted for the establishment of a short sea passage between the 
two countries, with a view to promote the quickest postal and passenger com- 
munication. 

One of these memorials prays for a public loan to the County Down Railway 
Company, in order to enable them to complete their line to Donaghadee. 

Fully recognising the great advantages which would be derived by the exten- 
sive manufacturing districts in the North of Ireland, in the West of Scotland, 
and in the North of England, by establishing a communication between the two 
ports which should reduce the sea passage to the shortest possible time, and, 
in connexion with a system of railways on both sides, which to a certain extent 
already exists, and the completion of which my Lords understand is in contem- 
plation, by which a direct communication will be opened between all the above 
important districts, my Lords referred the subject to the Admiralty for their 
Lordships’ opinion upon the nautical questions raised in the memorials. 

My Lords have now before them the reply of the Admiralty, in which the 
Lords Commissioners report that the most favourable ports for the establish- 
ment of a short sea passage are those of Portpatrick and Donaghadee ; and they 
suggest that instructions should be given to them to institute an inquiry as to 
the best and cheapest manner in which those ports may be made suitable for 
the purpose. These instructions my Lords have already issued. 

Before any expense, however, is incurred, it becomes necessary that my 
Lords should clearly state their views upon the subject, for the information of 
all the parties who have appeared before them, either by memorial or by per- 
sonal application, and of others who take an interest in it. 

It has been represented to my Lords, that in the event of the Government 
deciding upon the best ports for the passage referred to, and especially in the 
case of Portpatrick and Donaghadee being adopted, and provided the Govern- 
ment should be willing to use it as a mail communication, that, in the first 
place, a steam-boat service, suited both for passengers and mails, would be 
established by a private company, without any aid from the Government except 
a fair price for carrying the mails ; and that, in the second place, the railways 
on each side of the Channel would be completed, so as to connect Donaghadee, 

on 
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on the one side, with Belfast and the main line, and Portpatriclc, on the other 
side, with Glasgow to the north, and with Dumfries to the east, by which all 
the important objects in view would be fully attained. All this, it has been 
understood, will be performed by private enterprise, if only the Government, 
on its part, will — 

1 . Determine the ports most suitable for the service. 

2. Adopt the line between such ports as a mail passage. 

3. Make such improvements in the ports as shall best fit them for the 
purpose. 

These conditions my Lords are prepared to adopt. They have already, 
upon the advice of the Admiralty, decided that the best ports will be Port- 
patrick and Donaghadee, and have instructed the Lords Commissioners to 
report upon the improvements and alterations required to render them suitable, 
for the service ; and when a steam service shall be established for carrying the 
mails, they will be prepared to use it for that purpose upon fair and reasonable 
terms. 

But before my Lords proceed actually to incur any expense upon the ports 
named for their improvement, in pursuance of any report that may be made by 
the Admiralty, it will be quite necessary that they should be well satisfied that 
all the arrangements herein referred to, and which would be necessary to give 
public utility to the scheme, will be completed. 

With regard to the memorials for aid in completing the railways by a public 
loan, there is no fund disposable for such a purpose, except that annually voted 
by Parliament for public works, and administered under this Board by Commis- 
sioners appointed for the purpose. It will, therefore, be necessary for those 
requiring such a loan to apply to the Public Loan Commissioners, with whom 
rests the responsibility of judging of the security to be accepted in such cases, 
and who alone can determine how far the other demands upon the fund at their 
disposal will enable them to entertain the requests. 

Let a copy of this minute be forwarded to the Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
to the Chamber of Commerce, Belfast, to the other memorialists, and to the 
Postmaster General. 



The President of the Chamber of Commerce, Belfast, to the Secretary 
to the Treasury. 

Sir, Belfast, 25 August 1856. 

I have been instructed by the Council of the Belfast Chamber of Commerce 
to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 1 8th instant, enclosing copy of 
a minute of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, under date 
15th, on the subject of postal communication by the short sea passage between 
the North of Ireland and Scotland : the Council feel very much obliged by the 
attention of their Lordships in allowing them to have copy of said minute. 

I have been directed to annex you copy of a resolution passed at a special 
meeting of the Council, held to-day for the purpose of considering said minute, 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

I am, &c. 

James Wilson, Esq. m.p., (signed) John Thomson, 

&c. &c., President of the Chamber. 

Secretary to Treasury, &c. &c., London. 



Copy of a Resolution passed at a Special Meeting of the Council of the Belfast 
Chamber of Commerce, held on 25th August 1856. 

That whilst this Council decline to commit the Chamber to the adoption of 
any of the competing schemes for a short sea communication, they have read 
with much satisfaction the copy of the Treasury minute of the 15th instant, 
wherein the Government express their intention to re-establish the mail com- 
munication between Donaghadee and Portpatrick. 

Extracted from Minutes. J. Vance, Secretary. 



123. b 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PAPERS RELATING TO 



*4 



These papers will Sir, Treasury Chambers, 3 November 1856. 

be found at pages In reply to your letter of the 3d October last, enclosing Captain Vetch’s 
p“ d r report on the Harbours of Portpatrick and Donaghadee, dated the 29th of 
Sess. l of 1859 ! September last, I am desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to inform you that my Lords are unwilling to incur any expenditure 
upon the above-mentioned ports, until they are satisfied that the railway com- 
munication will be completed, which they regard as essential to the adoption of 
those ports for postal purposes. 

My Lords, however, request to be informed whether Captain Vetch is of 
opinion that the preliminary works which he recommends will prove much more 
expensive if postponed. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty. (signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Directors of the Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway 
Company. 

1. That the Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway was projected, and the 
capital subscribed, upon the openly avowed ground that it would be a profitable 
undertaking, as the commencement of a series of railways, continuing the 
Glasgow and South Western Railway to such port on the Scottish coast as 
would secure to the public the shortest sea passage between Scotland and Ire- 
land, consistent with fully supplying the wants of the agricultural, commercial 
and manufacturing interests of both countries, and also providing the Post Office 
department with the quickest postal and passenger communication between 
the important towns of Glasgow and Belfast. 

2. That the policy of such undertaking is best proved by the fact, that the 
capital has been subscribed, and an Act of Parliament passed for the farther 
continuance of the railway to Girvan, and measures were in progress for a still 
farther extension. 

3. That it appears by a Treasury minute, dated 15th of June 1856, that it 
was distinctly represented to Government, that parties were prepared to make a 
line from Portpatrick to the north to Glasgow, and to the east to Dumfries, 
provided Government would re-establish Portpatrick and Donaghadee as the 
ports of postal communication between Ireland and Scotland. 

4. That it also appears by such Treasury minute, that the Government have 
accepted such offer, and engaged to expend a large sum in improving such 
ports, provided they were satisfied such railways would be completed, and which 
their Lordships say “ would be necessary to give public utility to the scheme.” 

5. That Portpatrick, being selected by the Government as the port by which 
the mail is to be carried, will necessarily absorb the passenger traffic between 
Scotland and Ireland, which does not go direct to Glasgow by sea, thereby 
rendering it unprofitable to establish any other harbour on the Scottish coast 
for commercial purposes, and depriving the memorialists of a portion of the 
legitimate fruits of their enterprise, unless the scheme is carried out as a whole 
in terms of the said Treasury minute. 

6. That your memorialists were afraid that, notwithstanding the represen- 
tations made to the Treasury, and your Lordships’ minute founded thereon, the 
railway communication therein adverted to would not be carried out as a 
whole ; and these apprehensions seem to have been well founded, as a railway 
between Portpatrick and Dumfries has been surveyed, and large sums (sums) 
subscribed therefor, while no notice whatever has been taken of that part of 
the scheme north to Glasgow. 

7- That your memorialists respectfully submit to your Lordships, that it is 
evidently unfair to the 'public to permit these parties to treat the railway east 
to Dumfries and north to Glasgow as two separate transactions, one of which 
may be proceeded with, and the other neglected. The formation of that part 
of the railway north to Glasgow will not cost more than one-third of the 
money which the promoters say that part of the scheme east to Dumfries will 

, cost. 
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cost, and therefore they have no pretence to say that they have no funds to 
make the Glasgow line. 

8. The memorialists therefore respectfully submit, that the only mode to 
obtain for the public a fair and proper fulfilment of the agreement, as stated 
in said Treasury minute, would be for your Lordships to inform the said pro- 
moters, that they are not to be permitted to bring in a Bill leaving out one 
part of their undertaking, viz., the formation of the railway north to Glas- 
gow, and that due provision must be made in any Bill they may introduce, 
that the formation of the railway between Portpatrick and Dumfries, and 
between Portpatrick and Glasgow, shall he proceeded with pari passu. 

Your memorialists therefore pray that your Lordships will be pleased 
to take this M emorial into your consideration, and to adopt such measures 
as will secure for the public the fair and proper fulfilment of the agree- 
ment, as set forth in the Treasury minute of the 15th July 1856. 

Rigby W asm. Chairman. 

JVm. Pollock, Secretary. 



Treasury Minute, dated 24 November 1856. 

Write to the memorialists that my Lords do not feel called upon to interfere 
with the proceedings of different companies in relation to the railways in 
question, but think it would be their duty to see that the stipulations in the 
minute of this Board in relation to the Portpatrick and Donaghadee passages 
are complied with before they adopt it. 



Lord Dufferin to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Travellers’ Club, 16 July 1857- 

Having been informed that doubts are entertained by some of the promoters 
of the railway from Dumfries to Portpatrick as to the extent of the obligations 
entered into by the Government under the Treasury minute of the 15 August 1 836, 
with regard to the harbour of Portpatrick, I am anxious to be informed whether 
any intimation has since emanated from the Treasury tending to throw any 
doubt as to the intentions of the Government on the subject ; and whether, in 
the event of the railway stopping short at Loch Ryan, any expectations are to 
he entertained that the Government will transfer to that harbour the expendi- 
ture for the improvement of the short sea communication between Great Britain 
and Ireland they have undertaken to bestow on Portpatrick. 

Would there, in fact, he the slightest chance that, after a railway has been 
made to Portpatrick, on the faith of the minute above referred to, the Govern- 
ment would fail in fulfilling the engagements it embodies ? 

James Wilson, Esq., m.p., I have, &c. 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Dufferin. 



Treasury Minute, dated 17 July 1857- 

Write to Lord Dufferin, that inasmuch as this Board proceeded upon a 
report from the Admiralty, made after a careful inspection of the coasts of 
Ireland and Scotland at their desire, in coming to the decision contained in 
their minute of the 15th August, by which the ports of Portpatrick and 
Donaghadee were adopted as the best points for a packet station ; and inasmuch 
as the condition attached thereto, that a railway should be constructed on both 
■i sides of the Channel to reach those points respectively, has been as far complied 

with as circumstances would permit ; my Lords feel that they are under an 
obligation to adhere to their decision of the 15th August 1856, and think they 
are precluded from the consideration of any other scheme, and especially as 
the Admiralty adhere to their report as to the suitableness of the ports 
named. 
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Lord Duffer in to the Secretary to the Treasuiy. 

Sir, Dufferin Lodge, Highgate, N., 21 July 1857. 

I had the honour, yesterday, of an interview with the Committee of Manage- 
ment of the Portpatrick Railway. 

During the course of that interview, I intimated to the Committee that I had 
authority from you to state, “ that unless a clause were introduced into their 
Bill, absolutely binding the Company to complete their line to the harbour of 
Portpatrick within a given time, that the Government would not expend any 
money upon the harbour ; but that if such a clause were introduced immediately 
upon the passing of the Bill, the Government would at once commence the 
harbour works alluded to in the minute.” 

In consequence of this communication, the subjoined clause was agreed to. 

That clause I now beg to submit to your consideration. 

I trust it will be found to give the requisite security. 

I have, &c. 

James Wilson, Esq., m.p. (signed) Dufferin. 



To insure comple 
tion of railway to 
Portpatrick Har- 
bour. 



If the Railway and Branch Railway to the north pier of the harbour of Port- 
patrick by this Act authorised, shall not be completed and opened to the public 
within the period of five years from the passing of this Act, then and from 
thenceforth it shall not be lawful for the Company, or the directors thereof, 
to pay any dividend to the shareholders until such Railway and Branch Railway 
to the north pier of Portpatrick Harbour shall have been completed and opened 
for public traffic. 



Treasury Minute, dated 21 July 1857. 

Write to Lord Dufferin that the proposed clause appears to be sufficient for 
its object ; and that immediately upon the passing of the Act, my Lords will be 
prepared, in communication with the Railway Company, to take such steps as 
shall be requisite in order to secure the completion of the works in the harbour, 
so that they shall be concluded, at least, as soon as the Railway Company shall 
be in a condition to use it in connexion with their line. 



The Secretary to the Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway Company to the 
Secretary to the Treasury. 

Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway, 
Sir, Ayr, 3 October 1857. 

_ I am instructed by the directors of the Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway 
Company, to forward you the enclosed letter, by the Chairman of their Board, 
to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for the purpose of being 
laid before their Lordships at your early convenience. 

I have, &c. 

The Honourable the Secretary to the (signed) Wm. Pollock, 

Treasury, Whitehall, Secretary to Railway Company. 

London. 
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The Chairman of the Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway Company to the 
Lords of the Treasury. 

Ayr and Maybole Junction RailwayCompany’s Office, 

My Lords, Ayr, 2 October 1857. 

The Directors of the Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway have had their 
attention directed to the following paragraph in the last half yearly report, by 
the Glasgow and South Western Railway Company’s Directors, viz. C£ The 
Board have now to report that the promoters of the British and Irish Grand 
Junction Railway have succeeded in obtaining their Act of Incorporation. The 
Government authorities have also undertaken that the Harbour of Portpatrick 
shall be improved and made suitable for carrying on the traffic with Ireland 
simultaneously with the completion of the railway to that port.’ 

As this alleged undertaking would clearly be a breach not only of the original 
agreement with the Treasury, dated 15th July 1856, which provided that the 
two railways should be made, one north to Glasgow, the other east to Dumfries, 
hut also of the assurance given to this Company in your letter of the 27th 
November 1856, in reply to its memorial of 31st October 1856, I ‘have been 
requested to draw your attention thus early to the paragraph, in order that, if 
it be correct; it should be immediately brought under the attention of the 
Government, that it may be rectified. 

The directors of this Company feel that they are entitled to have this request 
complied with ; for had it not been for the assurance given in your letter it 
would have been their duty to have petitioned Parliament to be heard, before 
the Committee on the Bill, with the view of having the agreement with the 
Government inserted in its preamble. 

I have, &c. 

The Lords Commissioners of (signed) Rigby Wason, Chairman. 

Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Treasury Minute, dated 26 July 1858. 

Read Treasury Minute of 15 August 1856. 

Bead also Parliamentary Paper 162, 1857, and letters from Mr.Corry, of 7th and Thes. letters will 
16tlr July 1 858. Mr. Hamilton informs the Board that a deputation consisting of 
Lord Dalrymple, Lord Dufferin, Sir W. Dunbar, Mr. Hodgson, and other gentle- p aper? n 0 , j 0 4, 
men interested in the establishment of an improved communication between Sess i 0 f 1859. 
Scotland and Ireland, had urged the importance of steps being taken so as to 
have the necessary improvements in the Harbours of Portpatrick and Donag- 
hadee made in time to admit of the communication being established in con- 
formity with the terms of the Treasury Minute of August 1856, so soon as the 
railways shall be completed to Portpatrick and Donaghadee. 



II. On referring to the Treasury Minute it appears that the arrangements 
which the late Government undertook to make were as follows : — 

1. The determining the ports most suitable for the service. This has been 
already done, and Portpatrick and Donaghadee have been fixed upon accordingly. 

2. The adoption of the. line between those ports as a mail passage. 

3. The making such improvements in the ports as shall best fit them for the 
purpose. To this latter part of the arrangement the letters of the Secretary to 
the Admiralty of 7 and 16 July relate. 



III. My Lords are fully prepared to carry out the arrangement, upon the faith 
of which it is stated that a large sum of money has been contributed, and is in 
course of expenditure on the railway to Portpatrick, connecting it with Dumfries 
and Glasgow. 

It appears, however, in the report of Captain Vetch and Captain Washington, 
dated 22 July 1856, and upon whieh the Minute of 15 August 1856 seems to 
have been founded, that the estimated cost for the improvements of Portpatrick 
Harbour is taken at 15,000 l., and that of Donaghadee 10,000 l. In the letter of 
Captain Vetch to the Admiralty, of 30 June 1857, the estimated cost of the 
improvements at Portpatrick Harbour is taken at no less a sum than 30,000 
and in the letter of Mr. Corry to Mr. Hamilton, of 7 July 1858, it is said to be 
about 40,000 l. 

12 3 . C IV- However 
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IV. However willing to carry out fairly the arrangements proposed in the 
Minute of 15 August 1856, my Lords are not prepared at present to embark in an 
expense for the improvement of a harbour estimated in 1856 at 15,000 L in 1857 
at 30,000 and in 1858 at about 40,000 l. 

The experience of such works has shown that unless great caution is used before 
engaging in them, it becomes almost impossible subsequently to check or limit 
the expenditure. 

Having regard to the nature of the communication and service, and to the 
Report ot July 1856, my Lords hesitate to suppose that so large an expenditure 
as that now proposed can be necessary for the improvements contemplated, when 
the Minute of the late Board was made, and they therefore request that the Lords 
of the Admiralty will take immediate steps to ascertain by what means, at the 
smallest expense, the Harbour of Portpatrick can be rendered sufficiently safe and 
commodious for the purpose intended. 

My Lords cannot doubt that Captain Vetch and Captain Washington, having 
reference to their report of 22 J uly 1856, will be able to suggest the best and most 
economical means of carrying out the improvements required, and at a cost not 
considerably exceeding the sum of 15,000 l. named by them in that report. 

(signed) Geo. A. Hamilton. 

A Letter to this effect to Admiralty, 29 July. 



This letter will be 
found at page 21 , 
Pari. Paper, 

No. 104, Sess. 1 
of 1859. 



I am, &c. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty. (signed) ' C. E. Trevelyan. 



Lieut.-Col. M‘Douall to the Lords of the Treasury. 

My Lords, Logan, Stranraer, N.B., 18 October 1858. 

i J HAV ^ J * t0 inform y° u that, on the 9th instant, I addressed a 

letter to the Lords of the Admiralty relating to the terminus of the Portpatrick 
Kail way, and the short sea passage to Ireland ; but upon looking at your Lord- 
ships Minute relating to this subject, of the 26th July 1858, I believe I ought 
to have addressed my letter to your Lordships, and therefore beg to enclose 
a copy of my letter to the Admiralty. 

Allow me to add that it is the opinion of captains, sailing both steam and other 
vessels m the Irish Channel, that Portpatrick can never be made available for 
their vessels to run to in a storm, nor can be used for vessels of sufficient size 
tor the passage except at an enormous outlay ; and should it be made to hold 
them inside, it will always be dangerous in a storm to run a long vessel into 
such a narrow entrance, on account of the rapid, tide passing the entrance. 

Nearly 240,000 1. lias already been laid out upon this harbour, without any 
advantage to the public ; and it is generally believed it will take more than half 
that sum to make it available for steam-boats of sufficient size for the passage 
to Donaghadee. * 

Thirty years ago a breakwater was proposed for Portnessoch ; surveys and 
estimate were made ; petitions were presented to both Houses of Parliament to 
have a harbour or breakwater made there, signed by all the shipowners of Liver- 
pool and Glasgow. 

I beg 



Sir, Treasury Chambers, 7 September 1858. 

With reference to your letter of the 10th ultimo, I am commanded by the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to acquaint you, for the infor- 
mation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that my Lords will be 
prepared to propose to Parliament in the Estimates for 1859-60, a sum not ex- 
ceeding 20,000 1. (twenty thousand pounds), for the improvement of Portpatrick 
Harbour, in conformity with the undertaking contained in the minutes of this 
board, dated 1 5 August 1856, provided it shall appear that the making a basin as 
proposed will provide sufficiently for the service, as seems likely to be the case. 
My Lords therefore approve of the proposition of the Lords of the Admiralty to 
have plans and estimates prepared for this improvement. 
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I beg to call your Lordships’ attention to the subject of the short sea passage, 
which is of vital importance to the railway now constructing between Dumfries 
and Portpatrick. 

I have, &c. 

To the Lords of the Treasury. (signed) James M‘Douall, 

Late Col. and Lieut. Col. 2d Life Guards. 



Enclosure. 

My Lords, Logan, Stranraer, N.B., 9 October 1858. 

In a Treasury Minute, dated the 26th July 1858, in answer to a deputation 
from the Portpatrick Railway Company on the short sea passage, it is there 
stated the Admiralty will send an inspector to Portpatrick, with a view to making 
it a sufficiently large and safe harbour for the short sea passage communication 
between Ireland and Great Britain ; and as there seems to be some difficulty in 
the way of adopting Portpatrick, in consequence of the great outlay that would 
be required, I beg leave to refer your Lordships’ to Mr. Telford’s plans, ordered 
by the House of Commons, 15th June 1809, in which you will find plans of a 
proposed harbour in Portnessoch Bay. 

At that time it was believed by all seafaring people that a much better 
harbour could be made at Portnessoch, and for a much smaller sum of money. 
I would beg leave to suggest that your Lordships’ inspector should be directed 
to visit and report upon the capabilities of Portnessoch. not only as a harbour in 
the meantime for the short sea passage, but at some future period it might be 
improved as a harbour of refuge, very much wanted on this coast. 

Portnessoch lies 10 miles south of Portpatrick, on the same coast, and is equi- 
distant from Donaghadee. 

The railway communication from Glenluce to Portpatrick is not yet commenced, 
and should Portnessoch meet with your Lordships’ approval as a harbour, with 
the sanction of Parliament it could easily be altered to Portnessoch ; making 
a much better, cheaper, and not longer line, being almost a dead level, instead 
of very heavy gradients for a long distance on the present authorised line to 
Portpati’ick, one part of which is one in 50. 

I would suggest that the pier should commence about 300 feet east of the 
place marked Seringy Point on Mr. 'Telford’s plan, where the water is 30 feet 
deep, and would leave 36 and 42 feet of water inside at low water ordinary 
spring tides. 

I have, &c. 

The Lords Commissioners (signed) James M‘Douall, 

of the Admiralty. Late Col. and Lieut. Col. 2d Life Guards. 



Treasury Minute, dated 26 October 1858. 

Acknowledge receipt, and state that, as by his communication of the 9th 
instant, addressed to the Lords of the Admiralty, his views have been brought 
to the notice of the department immediately concerned in ihe subject of 
harbours, my Lords do not consider it necessary to take any steps in this matter 
at present. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Admiralty, 13 November 1858. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request 
you will lay before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the 
accompanying copy of a letter from Colonel M'Douall, proposing that Port- 
nessoch should be substituted for Portpatrick, as the port of arrival and 
departure for the packets employed on the short sea passage between England 
and Ireland ; and I also enclose the copy of a report on this proposal from 
Captain Yetch, r. e., of the Harbour Department of the Admiralty. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary to the Treasury, (signed) W. G. Romaine. 

&c. &c. 
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Short Sea Passage between England and Ireland. 

With reference to the enclosed letter from Colonel M'Douall, I have to 
remark that Portnessoch, if it had in the first instance been adopted in lieu of 
Portpatrick, would have proved a better and more accessible point; but 
nothing less than 100,000/. would be required to give vessels the accommo- 
dation required for the packet service, while 20,000 /. is all that the Treasury 
will sanction for Portpatrick. 

Further, Portpatrick is fully equal, if not superior, to Donaghadee for a 
packet station, whereas, if the advantage of Portnessock were availed of, it 
would require an equally suitable harbour on the Irish coast. I can therefore 
have no hesitation in recommending, on the score of cost and early completion, 
that Portpatrick be adhered to as the terminus on the Scottish side of the ferry. 

6 November 1858. J. Vetch. 



Treasury Minute, dated 18 November 1858. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty that my Lords are of opinion that, 
for the reasons stated in the memorandum from Captain Vetch (in whose view 
it is presumed that the Lords of the Admiralty agree), it would be unadvisable 
to disturb the arrangement made after much deliberation, under which Port 
Patrick is to be the harbour in Great Britain for the short sea mail service to 
and from Ireland. 

Request that when the- plan and estimate for the improvement of Port- 
patrick Harbour, at a cost not exceeding 20,000/., in conformity with the 
Minute of the Board of Treasury, 6 September (14,039), have been completed, 
copies may be sent for the information of the Lords of the Treasury. 



The Chairman of the County of Down Railway Company to the Secretary 
to the Treasury. 

County Down Railway, Belfast, 

Sir, 10 February 1859. 

I am requested by the Directors of the County Down Railway to forward to 
you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
the enclosed copy memorial presented to the Earl of Carlisle in the month of 
June 1856. 

The memorial is signed by noblemen, justices of the peace, &c., representing 
q_. every county in the north, and several counties in the west and midland district 
of Ireland, and by several persons in Scotland. The original signatures are at 
the Treasury. 

A Treasury Minute was issued August 15th, 1856, on the publication of 
which a company was formed for the construction of a line of railway from 
Castle Douglas to Portpatrick, and to which the County Down Railway Com- 
pany contributed the sum of 1 5,000 /., and procured in Belfast and the north 
of Ireland further subscriptions of at least 25,000/. ; these subscriptions having 
been given entirely in consideration of the undertaking of the Government in 
respect to the improvement of the ports of Portpatrick and Donaghadee. 

The Portpatrick Company’s Act, 1857, contains the following penal clause : 

“ If the railway and branch railway to the north pier of the harbour of Port- 
patrick by this Act authorised shall not be completed and opened to the public 
within the period of five years from the passing of this Act, then and from 

thenceforth 
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thenceforth it shall not be lawful for the Company or the Directors thereof to 
pay any dividend to the shareholders until such railway and branch railway to 
the north pier of Portpatrick Harbour shall have been completed and opened 
for public traffic.” 

The County Down Company are likewise bound by their Act to make and 
open for traffic the railway to Donaghadee, by the 25th day of May 1860, and 
are also prohibited from paying any dividend to their shareholders should they 
fail to do so. The following is copy of the penal clause in that Company’s Act 
in relation thereto : — 



“ Provided always, that in case the said railways to Donaghadee and Bangor 
shall not be completed and opened for public traffic before the 25th day of May 
1860, nothing in this Act contained shall exempt the Company from the opera- 
tion of the provisions of the 39th section of the ‘ Belfast and County Down 
Railway Act, 1855.’ ” 

The County Down Company had, through Lord Dufferin, in the month of 
July 1857, a correspondence on the subject of the ports of Portpatrick and 
Donaghadee, with Mr. Secretary Wilson, further confirming the Treasury 
Minute of August 15th, 1856, and to which correspondence my Directors desire 
me to request that reference may be made. 



The County Down Company are compelled to keep the engagements . they 
have entered into with the Government, the public, and the Scotch Railway 
Company, and are proceeding with the construction of their line to Donaghadee, 
Cto the completion of which they are bound by no less a penalty than the 
stoppage of dividend on nearly 300,000 1 . capital, already expended), in the full 
confidence that the improvements undertaken to be effected in the ports will be 
carried out by the Government ; and my Directors, understanding that some 
attempts are being made to induce the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to rescind the Minute of August 15th, 1856, think it right to apprise 
my Lords how injuriously the interests of the railway companies concerned 
would be affected, should any departure from the terms of that Minute be sanc- 
tioned, and to point out that great public inconvenience and disappointment 
would ensue thereby, as well as a re-opening of the question of the most eligible 
ports for postal and passenger communication between Scotland and Ireland in 
connexion with railways, which question was, as the public and the railway 
companies considered, finally and conclusively settled by that Minute and the 
recent published Reports of the Admiralty. 

My Directors therefore beg to express their hope that my Lords will take 
steps for the early commencement and completion of the improvement of the 
harbours of Portpatrick and Donaghadee, in order that they may be reaay for 
the accommodation of suitable steamboats simultaneously with the opening of 
the railways to those ports. 



I have, & c. 

(signed) IV. R. Anketell, Chairman, 

Sir S. Northcote, Bart., M.P., County Down Railway Company. 

Treasury Chambers, London. 



Treasury Minute, dated 31 March 1859. 

Write to the Secretary of the Admiralty that my Lords, being desirous of 
carrying out the conditions contained in the Treasury Minute of 15 August 
1856, will be prepared to submit to Parliament a vote for the sum ot 20,000-!., 
for the purpose of constructing the tidal basin, and of excavating an entrance 
channel, according to the plan proposed by Mr. Abernethy, in his report o 
10 February last, for the improvement of Portpatrick Harbour. 
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The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Assistant Secretary to the Treasury. 



Sir, Admiralty, 14 February 1859, h. 

In reference to a vote of 10,000 1. proposed to be taken for rendering the 
Harbour of Donaghadee available for the resumption of the packet service 
between Scotland and Ireland, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith a report and estimate prepared 
by Mr. Barry Gibbons, engineer to the Irish Board of Works Estimate of cost, 
9,900 l., say 10,000 1. 



G. A. Hamilton, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 
Treasury. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) TV. G. Romaine. 



Donaghadee Harbour. 



Harbour Engineer’s Office, Public Works, 
Sb‘, 21 November 1856. 

I received your letter, with a copy of a communication from the Lords 
of the ^ Admiralty respecting this harbour, and agreeably to the Commis- 
sioners’ instructions I proceeded to Donaghadee, taking with me a marine 
diver and assistant, and made as thorough an examination of the harbour as 
the circumstances would admit. 



Their Lordships contemplate packets of about 130 feet in length, having a 
draft of about eight feet. To accommodate vessels of this description, and to 
enable them to enter and depart in all states of tide and weather, without the 
risk of striking in the hollow of the sea, it appears to me that the depth of 
water (L. W. Sp. T.) at the mouth and entrance of the harbour should not be 
less than 13, and this for a width at the narrowest place of 125 feet. From 
within the pier heads to the upper berth, this depth may gradually diminish to 
10 feet, the “ send,” or hollow of the sea, in heavy gales, being greatly less as 
you advance into the harbour, and especially towards the south side; the 
deepening to this extent should be over the whole area contained between the 
south pier and the line a a a a. 

Although this space is all that is essential to the accommodation and free 
ingress and egress of the packets, I think it would be advisable that the 
remainder of the harbour contained between this line and the north pier should 
be freed of all loose, stones, accumulations, and irregularities of surface that 
would not involve the necessity of blasting; it would be indispensable to do 
tins for the benefit of the numerous coasting traders that take refuge here and 
now moor in tier off the south pier, which they could not be allowed to do 
when the mail steam packets are to be provided for. I do not propose that 
there should be sufficient depth all through to keep them afloat at low water as 
such vessels may take the ground without injury, if the bottom be even. * 



The admirable chart and sections furnished to the Admiralty by Mr. Hoskyn 
clearly and accurately show the soundings, and the nature of the surface of the 
bottom. To effect the deepening which I have described above, involves the 
removal of about 24,000 cube yards of material of different sorts ; the Commis- 
sioners will at once see the difficulty -of estimating the probable cost of doin«- 
this dependmg so mainly as it does upon the pioportion that could be removed 
L, , C1 ' edse ' ; the P ro P ortion of large loose stones that would require the use 
of the diving bell, and the quantity, if any, that is rock in situ. 1 have taken 
every means within my reach to ascertain the nature of this material by borin°- 
and as close an examination as the marine diver could make, and the conclusion 
I have arrived at is that there is little or no rock in situ to be encountered in 
carrying out what I propose. Mr. Hoskyn, in his very able report, gives it as 
his opinion that the shoal with 8' 9" on it immediately within the entrance is^ 
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the natural rock ; it certainly presents a very compact solid surface to the 
boring-rod ; however, the diver who traversed it could not reach any rock 
in situ, but a mass of separate stones of all sizes ; it is true he was unable to 
penetrate to the full depth to which 1 would propose to excavate, and there- 
fore it may possibly prove to be solid rock, which would increase the cost 
pro tanlo fourfold ; but I am strengthened in the conclusion I have come to by 
reports which I find of Sir John Rennie’s to the former Commissioners of 
Donaghadee Harbour, who succeeded his father in 1821 as chief engineer of 
this work, in which it is stated : — 

“London, 19 December 1825. 

“ In my last report I stated that about 1 9,000 cube yards of rock had been 
removed from within the dam. Since that period the excavation was continued 
with unremitted exertions during the winter until the 21st May last, when the 
whole of the remainder of the rock was removed, and the enclosed space was 
excavated, and the bottom levelled to the depth of from 14 to 18 feet below 
low water of spring tides, the completion of this work has been of the greatest 
consequence, &c.” 

And again, under date of — 

“London, 15 May 1837- 

“The harbour of Donaghadee, which has from 12 to 17 feet at low water of 
spring tides, is one of the most efficient packet harbours of its class in the 
empire.” 

I have no means of precisely knowing what the area was within the dams, 
nor is it expressly stated that the depth of 12 to 17 feet pervaded the whole 
area of the harbour ; but it surely must be taken to include the site of this shoal, 
which is the portion of all within the pier heads, which it is most essential to 
have deep ; for, as Mr. Hoskyn truly observes, it is hardly possible for a vessel 
entering the harbour to avoid this spot, and in easterly gales there must be a 
considerable undulation of the wave over it. The stones close to the pier heads, 
as shown on Section No. 1, have obviously been washed round from the toe of 
the rubble slope ; but it is difficult to reconcile the existence of the shoal before 
alluded to, and the masses of stone found all over the bottom, with the des- 
cription given of its state in Sir John Rennie's final report; the stones com- 
posing the shoal, or any of those further in, could not have been brought round 
from the rubble slopes, inasmuch as that deep water intervenes ( see Chart). The 
conclusion, therefore, is that the excavation was truly made, as Sir John Rennie 
states, but that the dams were not completely cleared away, and that such 
stones used in their construction as the dredger could not lift, were left behind, 
and formed nuclei for collections of mud, sand, &c., at different places. 

However desirable it is to have all public works executed by contract, it 
would be very difficult to make such an operation as this the subject of a 
specific agreement, and I fear, from what has occurred in other localities, that 
it is unlikely that a desirable contractor could be had to undertake it unless at 
a very exaggerated cost. In making my estimate, therefore, I am obliged to 
include the providing a steam dredger and punts, and also a float and lighter 
for a diving bell. I calculate, however, upon the dredger being had on 
moderate terms from the drainage works at Galway or Lough Neagh, and a 
diving bell being lent from Kingstown Harbour ; but still the expense of 
removal, fitting out, &c., would be serious. 

I have added a sum of 1,500 l. to the estimate, which requires especial ex- 
planation, and should possibly be omitted. The Board are aware, that though 
the pier heads and the inner faces of the piers and parapets of this harbour are 
of superior material and workmanship, the sides exposed to the sea, and upon 
whose stability the safety of all depends, being composed of the stone of the 
country, which yields only inferior rubble, are liable to frequent damage from 
the sea. It is true that these rubble slopes have been kept together with a 
very moderate annual expenditure by pinning and wedging, and such temporary 
expedients, but there is ho denying that the work is very vulnerable, and may 
be most seriously damaged by such terrific storms as sometimes occur here ; 
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the tee of the slope cannot be strengthened, as at other places, by depositing 
rough stone in large masses, as such is not to be had here, and moderate-sized 
material would be washed round and choke the entrance ; the remedy that I 
would propose is, to lay a belt of heavy rough-dressed blocks, which should be 
brought from the Isle of Man or elsewhere, connected together by chain bars 
along the toe of the slope ; against those the rabble pavement would abut, and 
be prevented from being drawn out by the receding wave. This would insure 
the pier from any serious breach, but the expense is very considerable ; if it 
should be determined to trust to the ordinary repair, which has preserved the 
work for many years, this item may be deducted. 

I hand in the estimate, to which I have given the best consideration in my 
power, but I beg again to remind the Board that it is impossible to form any- 
thing more than an approximate estimate of what such work will cost, or of the 
time it will occupy to complete, subject, as it would be, to so many interruptions 
and casualties ; but, however, I see no reasonable cause to doubt that the sums 
I have named will cover the expense. 

I have, &c. 

Edward Hornsby, Esq., (signed) Barry D. Gibbons. 

&c. &c. 



(Public Works.) 

Donaghadee Harbour. 



Estimate of the probable Cost of Work proposed for the Improvement of the 
Harbour of Donaghadee , as described in the accompanying Report : — 



Removal by dredging of 1 4,000 cubic yards of sand, | 
mud and stones ------- 

Removal by diving bell of 10,000 cubic yards of stone 
Toe course of heavy dressed blocks at foot of sea slope, 
and making good the pavement thereto 


£. s. d. 

3.500 - - 
4,000 - - 

1.500 - - 


£. 

Contingencies, 1 0 per cent. - - - 


9,000 - - 
900 - - 


£. 


9,900 - - 



Harbour Engineer’s Office, (signed) Barry JD. Gibbons. 

21 November 1856. 



Treasury Minute, dated 16 April 1859. 

Write to Board of Works, Ireland, that my Lords desire to know how long, 
under ordinary circumstances, it will take to carry out the proposed improve- 
ment of Donaghadee Harbour, as specified in Mr. B. Gibbons’ report of 
21 November last ; and in the event of more than a year being required, what 
portion of the 10,000 l. will be called for during the present financial year, 
assuming that directions should be given to commence the work. 
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The Secretary to the Board of Works, Ireland, to the Secretary to the 
Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, 

g ir Dublin, 28 April 1859. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, 
desiring to know how long, under ordinary circumstances, it will take to carry 
out the proposed improvements at Donaghadee Harbour, as specified in Mr. 
Gibbon’s report of the 21st November last ; and in the event of more, than a 
year being required, what portion of the 10,000 L will be called for during the 
present financial year, assuming that directions should be now given to com- 

m< And ^n. 6 ] reply^ i have the honour to state, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that it will take two years to effect 
the improvements proposed ; the outlay for the first year will not exceed five 
thousand pounds. J have &c. 

To the Secretary, Treasury. (signed) E. 



Treasury Minute, dated 6 May 1859. 

Write to the Commissioners that my Lords will insert in the Estimates for 
1859-60 a sum of 5,000 on account of the sum of 10,000 /. for the improve- 
ment of Donaghadee Harbour, in connexion with the communication to be 
established, via Portpatrick and Donaghadee. 



The Secretary to the Board of Works, Ireland, to the Secretary to the 
Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
gj rj .12 May 1859. 

I am ’directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, 
informing the Board that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
will cause insertion to be made in the Estimates for 1859-60, of a sum of 
5,000 l. on account of the sum of 10,000 l for the improvement of Donaghadee 

H Andin reference thereto, X am directed to request you will state if the Board 
may at onee proceed with arrangements for carrying on the work, as it is of 
importance to have the benefit of the fine weather, as most of the work will 
have to he executed with the diving-bell. 

I have, &c. 



To the Secretary, Treasury, 
London. 



(signed) 



E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



Treasury Minute, dated 18 May 1859. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that my Lords do not consider 
it advisable that any steps should be taken involving any considerable expendi- 
ture, or committing Her Majesty’s Government to the work, until the Estimate 
shall have been sanctioned by a vote of the House of Commons. My Lords, 
however, do not object to any preliminary measures, such as procuring working 
plans, which may facilitate the commencement of the work as soon as it shall 
have been sanctioned by the House of Commons. 



D 



£. 5,000. 
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Treasury Minute, dated 28 June 1859. 

Mr. Laing informs the Board that a deputation consisting of Lord James 
Stuart and others interested in the completion of railway communication from 
Portpatrick in the direction of Glasgow, had stated that no steps had been 
taken by the railway companies interested in the extension to Portpatrick 
to fulfil that part of the engagement under which the Government undertook to 
expend money in improving the harbours of Portpatrick and Donaghadee, 
which relates to the connexion of Portpatrick with Glasgow. 

From the terms of the Treasury Minutes of 15th August 1856 and 26 July 
1858, it is clear that a pledge to complete the railway communication from 
Portpatrick not only vyith Dumfries, but also with Glasgow, was part of the 
arrangement under which the Government undertook to expend a considerable 
sum in the improvement of the harbours in question ; and that unless satis- 
factory security be given for the fulfilment of this pledge, no vote of public 
money ought to be proposed in the Estimates for such purpose. 

Write, therefore, immediately to the parties, asking what steps have been 
taken, or are proposed, to give effect to the undertaking to connect Port- 
patrick by railway with Glasgow. 



Lord Dalrymple to the Assistant Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Culhorn, Stranraer, 2 July 1859. 

I have received your letter of the 29th ultimo. 

It is quite true, that, in the Treasury Minute of 15th August, it was inferred 
that Portpatrick Harbour was to be connected by railway with both Glasgow 
and Dumfries, but, since that time, successive Governments have come under 
special obligations to our Portpatrick Railway Company to complete the harbour 
works at Portpatrick simultaneously with our line. On the faith of these obli- 
gations, we are in course of expending 460,000 l. on a line of railway from 
Castle Douglas to Portpatrick, and this expenditure will be, in a great measure, 
lost, if the obligation on the part of the Government be not fulfilled. More- 
over, when our Railway Bill was in Parliament, a most stringent clause, binding 
us not to stop short of Portpatrick, under the severe penalty of paying no divi- 
dend till so completed, being pressed upon the company, it was consented to, 
only upon a renewed obligation by the Treasury to execute the Portpatrick 
Harbour Works. I beg to enclose copies of two Treasury letters given upon 
that occasion, and upon which the clause referred to was allowed to be inserted 
in the Bill. With these obligations specially entered into with our company, 
the late Government, amidst all their difficulties, felt they were bound to 
apply for the necessary grant, and I feel confident that this explanation is all 
that is required to satisfy the present Government and an English House of 
Commons, that an obligation of a former Government, given under such cir- 
cumstances, must be implemented. 

While I hold the Government to be so bound, I may mention that our rail- 
way will connect Portpatrick with Glasgow as well as Dumfries and the south; 
and, since 1856, the continuation of the more direct line by Ayr has been 
opened for nine miles to Maybole, and 12 miles further to Girvan will be com- 
pleted in a few months. It is also probable the Ayr line will be further con- 
tinued to join our line soon after it is opened and the harbour works completed 
at Portpatrick; but, till then, there is no inducement to any company to 
enter upon such an undertaking ; our company have no connexion with that 
line, although they will be glad to see it made. 

Upwards of 50 miles of our railway are in course of being made, and will be 
ready for traffic by the end of the next year ; and I beg to urge upon you the 
extreme importance of the harbour works at Portpatrick being immediately 
proceeded with, and the serious consequences of any delay in obtaining the 
necessary grant. 

I have, &c. 

George A. Hamilton, Esq. (signed) Dalrymple. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PORTPATRICK AND DONAGHADEE HARBOURS, &c. 27 



Enclosure, No. 1. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 17 July 1857- 

In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, 1 am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to state, that inasmuch as this Board 
proceeded upon a report from the Admiralty, made after a careful inspection of 
the coasts of Ireland and Scotland at their desire, in coming to the decision 
contained in their Minute of the 15th August, by which the ports of Portpatrick 
and Donaghadee were adopted as the best points for a packet station ; and inas- 
much as the condition attached thereto, that a railway should be constructed on 
both sides of the Channel to reach those points respectively, has been as far 
complied with as circumstances would permit ; my Lords feel that they are 
under an obligation to adhere to their decision of the 15th of August 1856, and 
that they are precluded from the consideration of any other scheme, and 
especially as the Admiralty adhere to their report as to the suitableness of the 
ports named. 

I am, &c. 

To the Lord Dufferin. (signed) James Wilson. 



Enclosure, No. 2. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 21 July 1857. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
to acquaint your Lordship, with reference to your letter of this day’s date, 
enclosing a clause prepared to be inserted in the Portpatrick Railway Bill, 
binding the company to complete their line to the Harbour of Portpatrick 
within a given time, that the clause in question appears to my Lords to be suffi- 
cient for its object. 

I am further to state that immediately upon the passing of the Act, my Lords 
will be prepared, in communication with the railway company, to take such 
steps as shall be requisite in order to secure the completion of the works in the 
harbour, so that they shall be concluded at least as soon as the railway com- 
pany shall be in a condition to use it in connexion with their line. 

I am, &c. 

To the Lord Dufferin, (signed) James Wilson. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Treasury Minute, dated 8 July 1859. 

Write to Lord James Stuart that my Lords have been in communication 
with Lord Dalrymple, in reference to the request made by Lord James Stuart 
and others that no vote should be proposed for the improvement of Portpatrick 
Harbour, unless security should be given for the completion of a railway con- 
necting Portpatrick directly with Glasgow ; state that on referring to the Minute 
of 15th August 1856, which formed the basis of the arrangement between the 
Board of Treasury and the parties interested in the railway communication 
with Portpatrick, it appears that one of the conditions upon the faith of which 
the Government undertook to make the improvements in the Harbours of 
Portpatrick and Donaghadee, was that a railway should be completed so as to 
connect Portpatrick with Glasgow to the north, and Dumfries to the east. 

It is now urged by Lord Dalrymple, that subsequent to the date of the 
Minute in question further negotiations took place, which resulted in a pledge 
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being given by the Government to improve the Portpatrick Harbour, upon 
condition of one line of railway only being made by which the short passage 
to and from the north of Ireland should be made available for passengers to 
and from Glasgow on the one hand, and the parts of Scotland south of Dumfries 
and England on the other hand. Lord Dalrymple states in proof of this, that 
when the Railway Bill for connecting Dumfries with Portpatrick was before 
Parliament in 1857, a stringent clause was introduced binding the company, 
under a penalty of no dividend, to complete their line of railway to the harbour 
of Portpatrick in a given time, which clause was assented to by the company 
on the condition that the necessary improvement to Portpatrick Harbour 
should be executed. 

And his Lordship refers to the letter of Mr. Wilson, dated 21st July 1857, 
in which, with reference to the clause so inserted in the Railway Bill, Mr. Wilson 
states, that immediately on the passing of the Act, the Board of Treasury will 
be prepared, in communication with the railway company, to take such steps 
as shall be requisite, in order to secure the completion of the works in the 
harbour, so that they shall be concluded at least as soon as the railway com- 
pany shall be in a condition to use it in connexion with their line. 

My Lords, referring to the Minute of 15th August 1856, to Mr. Wilson’s 
letter of 21st July 1857, and to the Minute of 26th July 1858, are of opinion 
that the Government did undertake to improve the harbour, without requiring 
as a condition precedent to such improvement that a direct railway should be 
secured from Portpatrick to Glasgow, and that there is therefore no reason for 
postponing the vote which my Lords have directed to be inserted in the 
Estimates of the present year. 

Write to Lord Dalrymple. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Assistant Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Admiralty, 7 July 1859. H. 

With reference to your letter of 2d April last, stating that the Lords of the 
Treasury would “ be prepared to submit to Parliament a vote for the sum of 
20,000 1., for the purpose of constructing the tidal basin, and excavating an 
entrance channel ” at Portpatrick, I am commanded by the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you that the railway company who are 
to construct the line of railway to the harbour of Portpatrick are very 
desirous that the harbour works should be proceeded with simultaneously with 
their own, and my Lords therefore direct me to request to be informed when it 
is probable the vote of 20,000 1. above alluded to will be taken. 

T am, &c. 

G. A. Hamilton, Esq. (signed) W. G. Romaine. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Treasury. 



Treasury Minute, dated 11 July 1859. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty that my Lords have submitted the 
Estimate for this service to Parliament. 
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Lord Dairy Tuple to the Assistant Secretary to the Treasury. 

Culhorn, Stranraer, N. B., 

g irj 19 July 1859. 

As I ’understand that a vote of 20,000 l. has been taken in the House of 
Commons for the improvement of Portpatrick Harbour, may I request to be 
informed when the Government intend to commence the works for which that 
sum has been voted. 

T have, &c. 

Geo. A. Hamilton, Esq. (signed) Dalrymple, 

Treasury. Chairman, Portpatrick Railway Company. 



Treasury Minute, dated 29 July 1859. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty that votes having now been taken 
of 20,000 l. for the improvements at Portpatrick, and 5,000 /. for Donaghadee, 
request that my Lords may be informed of the steps which their Lordships 
propose to adopt for commencing the works. 



Major General the lion. G. F. Upton, M. p., to the Lords of the Treasury. 

27, George-street, Hanover-square, 

My Lords, 25 July 1859. 

As the papers and correspondence “ respecting Portpatrick and Donaghadee 
Harbours,” ordered by the House of Commons to be printed in March last, 
have never been circulated among the Members of the present Parliament, of 
which I am a new Member, 1 was not in possession of the grounds on which 
the decision of Government with respect to these harbours rested, when the 
votes of 20,000/. and 5,000/. were taken in the Estimates of this year for their 
respective improvements. . . 

Under these circumstances, I beg now, in the interests of my constituents, to 
entreat your Lordships to pause ere you apply so considerable an amount to 
commencing improvements which, in the opinion of many, are neither neces- 
sary nor advisable, and to ascertain, first, whether Loughs Ryan and Larne, in 
themselves excellent harbours — and which seem to have been placed by nature 
on each side of the Channel for the express purpose— do not offer a superior 
means of postal communication and passenger traffic between Scotland and the 
north of Ireland, both as regards present and prospective outlay, and with 
reference to the size and the safety of the vessels to be Employed in that 

If the arrangement entered into between the Dumfries and the Glasgow 
Railway Companies be considered the great obstacle to any change, and no 
engagements appear to have been made with any other company, it may yet 
be possible to induce these companies to connect Stranraer with Cairn Ryan, 
instead of Portpatrick ; indeed, some sacrifice at the outset, if such should be 
necessary, might well prove preferable to embarking in an outlay, the extent 
of which cannot be foreseen or calculated. 

As to a communication by rail between Larne and Belfast, I am enabled to 
state, that if Larne should' be made a packet station, a junction by rail with 
the Belfast and Ballymena Railway would be at once undertaken and car- 
ried out. . 

Your Lordships cannot be surprised that by my constituents, the inhabitants 
of Larne especially, indeed those of the entire north of the county of Antrim, 
alive as they are to the excellence of their own Lough, and its correspondent 
on the coast of Scotland, as safety harbours on each side of a channel notably 
tempestuous, and well aware that the value of these as packet stations, when 
compared with the ports of Portpatrick and Donaghadee, has been fully esta- 
blished by the judgment of a competent officer ( see Report of Captain Evans, 
31 January 1846) ; your Lordships, I say, will not wonder that the preference 
accorded by Government to the two latter ports, which cannot be resorted to 
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as packet stations, until after costly improvements, and years of delay, should 
be viewed with extreme dissatisfaction and disgust. 

I appeal in this matter to your Lordships, confident that you will consider it, 
in this overburdened year especially, to be deserving your serious attention. 

I have, &c. 

The Lords Commissioners of (signed) George F. Upton. 

Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Treasury Minute, dated 29 July 1859. 

Write to General Upton that the harbours of Portpatrict and Donaghadee 
were selected by the Board of Treasury for the packet stations between the 
northern parts of Great Britain and Ireland in the year 1856, after very careful 
investigation, in concert with the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty upon 
full reports by officers qualified to advise in such matters ; and that an engage- 
ment having been come to with the railway company referred to by him upon 
the faith of which large sums of money have been expended by that company 
and money to the amount of 25,000 1. in all having been now provided by 
Parliament, to enable Her Majesty's Government to fulfil that engagement by 
effecting improvements in the selected harbours, my Lords cannot re-open the 
question as to the ports in Scotland and Ireland from which the packets should 



The Secretary to the Board of Works, Ireland, to the Assistant Secretary 
to the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
® ir ’ 30 July 1859. 

1 AM directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, that the Board, being now about to proceed 
with the restoration of Donaghadee Harbour, with a view to its being made 
available for the reception of the steam packets intended to carry Her Majesty’s 
mails, and complete the communication between that port and Portpatrick 
on the opposite Scottish shore, with the least possible loss of time, under 
the Parliamentary vote of 5,000/. on account thereof in the current year’s 
Estimates, I have to submit for their Lordships’ sanction and approval, that 
Mr- James J. Boylan, who has had a lengthened experience in works of an 
analogous character at Galway Harbour, and in connexion with the Lough 
Corrib drainage and navigation district, and who has been most highly recom- 
mended by Mr. S: M. Roberts, the engineer in immediate charge of those works 
under the Board, should be appointed resident engineer at Donaghadee, under 
the direction of Mr. B. D. Gibbons, the Board’s harbour engineer. 

The present rate of pay which Mr. Boylan receives in° the Lough Corrib 
district is 10 s. per day, and the Board have to recommend that the salary 
attached to the proposed appointment at Donaghadee should, for the present, be 
fixed at 15/. per month. 

I have, &c. 

1 o the Secretary, Treasury, (signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Treasury Minute, dated 6 August 1859. 
Give authority. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Arbuthnot. 

j Sir ’ , ,, „ Admiralty, 23 August 1859. H. 

A AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
on'Xnn 7 ° f letter of tlie lst “Stant, with reference to a sum of 

20,000 l. voted by Parliament for the improvement of Portpatrick Harbour, 

and 
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and a sum of 5,000 l. voted for Donaghadee Harbour, and requesting that the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury should be informed of the steps 
which the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty propose to adopt for com- 
mencing the work. 

In reply, I am directed to bring to your notice the letter from the Secretary 
to the Admiralty of 27th November' 1858, in which it is stated that their Lord- 
ships “have been prepared to recommend Mr. James Abernetliy, c.E., as a fit 
person to carry out the works, on a salary of 600 /. per annum,” and requesting 
the Lords of the Treasury to approve of that selection. 

In reply on 13th of December 1858, the Secretary to the Treasury states, 
that “ my Lords think it right that the appointment of Mr. Abernethy should 
at present be confined to the examination of the locality, and of the materials 
available, and the preparation of a report, with estimates and plans in such detail 
as will enable a judgment to be formed whether the amount which has been 
suggested would be sufficient for the object, which report, &c., my Lords 
would propose to submit to Parliament, with the vote.” 

Mr. Abernethy having, agreeably to directions from the Admiralty, submitted 
detailed plans and estimates of the works proposed for Portpatrick, amounting 
to 19,491 /. 2 s. 5 d., and the Lords of the Admiralty having full faith in the 
extensive and successful practice of Mr. Abernethy, I have now to request that 
their Lordships’ recommendation of the 2/th of November 1858, above noted, be 
approved of by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, and that the works 
be commenced as early as practicable. 

I am, &c. 

G. Arbuthnot, Esq., &c. &c., &c. (signed) W. G. Romaine. 

Treasury. 

P. S. — Enclosed, is a copy of a letter received from the Portpatrick Railway 
Company, in reply to a request from the Admiralty for a guarantee that the 
railway works should be carried out. 



Enclosure. 

Portpatrick Railway Company, Secretary’s Office, 
Sir, Stranraer, 20 August 1859. 

I duly received your letter of the 17th instant, and in reply I beg to inform 
you that a special meeting of the directors of this company will be held early 
in September, to determine about proceeding with the works between Stranraer 
and Portpatrick, and I shall communicate their resolution to you after the 
meeting. 

I beg to direct your attention to the 30th section of this Company’s Act, 
under which the company are prohibited from paying any dividend until the 
line is completed to Portpatrick. This clause was submitted to the Secretary 
of the Treasury before being inserted, and was considered a sufficient guarantee 
for completion. 

I am, &c. 

W. G. Romaine, Esq., (signed) A. C. Ingram. 

Secretary to the Admiralty, London. 



Treasury Minute, dated 9 September 1859. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty, that my Lords do not object to 
the employment of Mr. Abernethy on the terms proposed ; but they desire that 
it may be understood that his salary while superintending the works, as well as 
his remuneration for preliimnary proceedings, must be paid out of the sum 
voted by Parliament for the improvement of the harbour of Portpatrick. 
My Lords consider it essential that this sum shall not be exceeded as the total 
cost of the work. 

123. D4 Acquaint 
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Acquaint Lord Dalrymple, in reply to his letter of the 19th July, that my 
Lords have been in communication with the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty in reference to the works at Portpatrick Harbour, and that it is intended 
to commence the works as early as may be practicable. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Admiralty, 8 October 1859. H. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
that in the proposed improvement of the harbour of Portpatrick for a steam 
packet service with Ireland, my Lords could not undertake to comply with the 
instructions contained in your letter of the 12th ultimo, which desires that it may 
be understood that Mr. Abernethy's salary while superintending the works, 
together with his remuneration for preliminary proceedings, must be paid out 
of the sum voted by Parliament for the improvement of the harbour. 

On this head, my Lords would refer to their letter to the Treasury of 14 
February 1859, enclosing estimates for the proposed works, which amounted to 
19,490 l., exclusive of the items above mentioned. 

Their Lordships would observe also, that Captain Vetch adheres to his 
original opinion, that for thorough protection during severe on-shore gales, it 
would be important to extend the North pier at a further estimated cost of 
16,943 before it could be made safe for vessels of 150 feet in length, with a 
6 ft. 4 in. draught of water on all occasions. 

Under these circumstances no further steps have been taken for commencing 
the work. 

My Lords take this opportunity to forward for the consideration of the Lords 
of the Treasury, a letter from the Chairman of the Ayr and Mayboie Railway, 
enclosing copy of a petition to Parliament upon this subject, and would suggest 
that the Treasury, the Board of Trade, and the Admiralty, should be placed in 
communication on the question. 

I am, & c. 

The Secretary of the Treasury. (signed) C. Paget. 



Enclosure, No. 1. 

My Lord Duke, 4 September 1859. 

As Chairman of the Directors of the Ayr and Mayboie Railway Company, 
who cannot meet for some days, I consider it my duty to lose no time in 
requesting the attention of your Grace, as First Lord of the Admiralty, to the 
following paragraph, extracted from the official report of the Glasgow and South 
Western Railway Company, just published : — 

“ The Admiralty have now notified to the Portpatrick Railway Company 
that the harbour works will be entered upon so soon as the contract between 
Portpatrick and Stranraer has been commenced upon.” 

Assuming this statement to be correct, it is, I trust, certain that it must have 
been made by the Admiralty in ignorance of the facts of the case, appearing 
by official documents, as it is hardly possible to suppose that any department 
of Government would take upon itself to decide a point which is now under 
judicial investigation by a Committee of the House of Commons. 

By the petition of the Ayr and Mayboie Railway Company, presented to the 
House of Commons last Session, and published by the House a few days previous 
to its close (a copy of which I enclose), your Grace will perceive a very grave 
charge is brought against Mr. James Wilson and the directors of the Port- 
patrick Railway Company, in relation to the time when the public money 
should be expended in Portpatrick. 

As soon as the Committee of the House of Commons on Mail Postal Con- 
tracts had appointed their Chairman, I addressed a letter to him, detailing the 
facts stated in the petition (which had not then been presented), requesting he 
would draw the attention of the Committee to the case as soon as possible, as the 

contract 
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contract in this case was not, as usual, in consideration of an annual payment, 
but for a sum paid down by Government in the shape of improving the har- 
bours, and therefore required early attention . 

The Chairman informed me that he would bring the case under the attention 
of the Committee, hut they had arranged to take the Dover Packet Contract m 
the first place which they did ; and after Mr. Wilson had been examined on 
that contract, "he was also examined at considerable length in relation to the 
circumstances detailed in the petition from the Ayr and Maybole Railway 

C °in P Stion to the subject being thus under judicial investigation, I would re- 
spectfully entreat the attention of your Grace to the facts detailed m the petition, 
which do not depend upon mere assertion of one party or the other, but upon 
documents which admit of no dispute, and surely it is not necessary for me to 
expatiate on the grave character of the crime which has been committed. 

1 have, &c. 

His Grace the Duke of Somerset, (signed) Rigby Warn i. 

First Lord of the Admiralty. 



Enclosure, No. 2. 

Petition of the Ate and Matbole Junction Raiiavay Company against 

IE GOVEENMENT GRANT TO POETPATBIOK HaBBODE. 

The humble Petition of the Ayr and Me, bole Junction Railway, under their Common Seal, 
shew eth, 

1st That previous to 1834 Government had spent a quarter of a million of public 
•liid the conclusive proof of which error consists in the fact, that to so tnflin_ a 

2d. That about this period the 

and to the statement of professional men, ivho reported to tne J . vvesterly 

possible to make a safe harbour 

ItTcould over become a port of the slightest utility 
to < the° a^icultaralt commercial, or manufacturing interests of Scotland and Ireland. 

taring interests of both countries, and therefore most profitable to the promoter. . 

4th That in 1846 an Act was passed, entitled “The Glasgow and Belfast Union,” the 

r^lway b^the^^cimstliaan 1 Ghrvan^o^h^Cairn, without ithe lability [' “Jffl'o^the 
any extent, such line being bounded by the sea on one side and inaccessible ell*, 
other, for nearly the whole distance. 

5th. That the Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway Company was iFg^d^ 
petitioners, and the capital snhseribed, on the avowed ground * 

meucemenj of a series of railway, continuing the Glasgow and ^“t s ea- 

such a port on the Scottish coast as would secure to the public the h ”“fXemring and 
passage! which would be best adapted for agricultural, 

postal purposes, and their views have been so tar confirmed, as, si Maybole to 

Ayr and Maybole Junction Railway, another railway has been projected from Maybo 
the harbour of Girvan, and is now almost completed. 

6th. That, just as soon as the prospectus of the Girvan and 
in 1855, the promoters of a line between Castle Douglas and Poi P‘ v ^ views 

123. E 
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views with the Secretary of the Treasury for the purpose of obtaining a grant of public 
money for the harbour of Portpatrick, and inducing the Government to rescind the deci- 
sion of 1 arliament respecting its abandonment as a postal station ; and your petitioners 
having been informed of such proceedings, immediately memorialised the Government, and 
also had several interviews with the Secretary of the Treasury, and laid before him what 
then appeared and now appears to your petitioners to be conclusive reasons why no more 
public money should be expended at Portpatrick and Donaghadee. 

7 th. That the Secretary of the Treasury represented to your petitioners that, as there 
were conflicting statements respecting that port which would be most eligible to adopt, 
all parties should agree to leave the question to the decision of the Government, who 
would take care that both public and private interests should be fairly dealt with ; to 
which your petitioners agreed, and were much disappointed at receiving from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury the Minute of the Lords of the Treasury, loth August 1856, 
which decided in favour of Portpatrick ; but, having entered into the agreement of 
reference, your petitioners felt themselves bound not to question such decision in Par- 
liament, and not to oppose the Portpatrick and Castle Douglas Railway Bill when it was 
introduced. 

8th. That in the prospectus issued by the promoters of the railway to Portpatrick it 
appeared that there was no mention of making the railway north to Glasgow, whereupon 
your petitioners presented to the Lords of the Treasury a memorial, wherein, after refer- 
ring to the Minute of the Lords of the Treasury of the 15th of August 1856, they 
submitted that it was evidently unfair to the public to permit the parties to treat the 
railway east to Dumfries, and north to Glasgow, as two separate transactions, one of 
which may be proceeded with and the other neglected ; to which memorial your peti- 
tioners received, on the 27th November 1856, from Mr. Trevelyan, the then Permanent 
Secretary of the Treasury, copy of a Minute of the Lords of the Treasury of that date 
assuring your petitioners that, although my Lords did not feel called upon to interfere’ 
with the proceedings of different companies, it would be the duty of their Lordships 
to see that the stipulations in the Minute of their Board, respecting the Portpatrick and 
Donaghadee passage, were complied with before they adopt that route. 

9th. That the Treasury Minute so referred to was that of the 15th August 1856, and 
which expressly recites that, as a condition precedent to making such improvements in the 
ports ol Portpatrick and Donaghadee, the railways on each side of the Channel would be 
completed so as to connect Portpatrick with Glasgow to the north, and with Dumfries to 
«ie east, by which all the important objects in view would be fully attained ; and said 
ireasury Minute proceeds — “ but before my Lords proceed actually to incur any expense 
upon the ports named for their improvement, in pursuance of any report that may be made 
by the Admiralty, it will be quite necessary that they should be well satisfied that all the 
arrangements here referred to, and which would be necessary to give public utilitv to the 
scheme, will be completed.” e J 



r 1 j t, ’ , f T i t at rX 0Ur petitione , rs > rel 7 in g as they were entitled to do on this assurance of my 
Lords of the Treasury, took no steps to oppose the Bill in Parliament for making the 
rai way to connect Portpatrick with Castle Douglas ; but, after such Act of Parliament 
had passed, the directors of the Glasgow and South Western Railway stated in their half- 
yearly report that the Government authorities had also undertaken that the harbour of 

. ortpatnck shall be improved and made suitable for carrying on the traffic with Ireland 
simultaneously with the completion of the railway to that port : upon seeing which report 
your petitioners, upon the 3d of October 1857, memorialised the Lords of the Treasury 
calling the attention of my Lords to the above statement, and submitting to their Lordships 
that such alleged undertaking would clearly be a breach not only of the original agreement 
with the Treasury, dated 15th August 1856, but also of the assurance given to your 
petitioners from opposing the Bill and drawing the attention of their Lordships thus early 
!?f 0 t i 1 t^ Par v S Jif P n m ° rder lf b . e correct :t sh ould be immediately brought under the 
attention of the Government that it may be rectified, as by such memorial will appear • to 
which memorial your petitioners received no reply, and therefore concluded that the subject 
had been properly brought under the attention of the Government. 

J lth ; T1 l at y° ur petitioners having seen the Parliamentary Paper of last Session, No. 
104 wherein it was proposed to obtain a vote for 10,0007. on account of the works at 
Poitpatnck, then chairman petitioned against the grant, and such petition was printed, but 
no further step taken thereon in consequence of the dissolution of Parliament. That when 
the present 1 arliament assembled, their chairman, accompanied by the Member of Parlia- 
ment for the county, had an interview with the present Secretary of the Treasurv who 
was accompanied by the 1 ermanent Secretary, and brought under their consideration the 
facts above mentioned, and represented that it would be a breach of faith, both on public 
’4 an7 m ° ney W “5 lilid °”‘ “t Portpatrick until steps were talien to 
oi ? ,1°, T dZ nf ,1 T 8 g0W ; 5 ““Kl™™ with the agreement narrated in the Minute 
ot the Lords of the Treasury of the 15th August 1856. 

i 1 , 2 . t } 1, Tlmt after examining the papers, both of the Secretaries came to ’the conclusion 
that the promoters o the Portpatrick and Castle Douglas Railway should be Written to 
and informed that unless, they gave a sufficient guarantee that the railway north to Glasgow 

would 
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would be completed within a reasonable time, the sum for repairing Portpatrick Harbour 
should be taken out of the Estimates ; with which decision your petitioners were perfectly 
satisfied, and so expressed themselves. 

13th. That in consequence of said application by the Lords of the Treasury, the pro- 
moters of the Portpatrick Railway produced a letter, dated 21st July 1857, signed by the 
then Secretary of the Treasury, in which the Government pledged itself, immediately upon 
the passing of that Act, to take such steps as shall be requisite in order to secure the com- 
pletion of °the works in the harbour, so that they shall be concluded at least so soon as the 
railway company shall be in a condition to use it in connexion with their line. 

14th. That-your petitioners submit that such letter is a direct violation of the agreement 
which was entered into between your petitioners, the promoters of the Portpatrick Railway, 
and the Government, as embodied in the Minute of the Lords of the Treasury of 15th 
August 1856, and confirmed- by the Minute of my Lords of 27th November 1856, and 
such letter was never known of by your petitioners, or they should have opposed the Bill 
for making the Portpatrick Railway, on the ground that it appeared to be a direct breach 
of faith, which no Committee of your Honourable House would dream of sanctioning ; and 
such letter was also totally unknown to the present Secretaries of the Treasury, for there 
appears to be no public record of it, it being kept in the pockets of the promoters ol the 
railway only in case of necessity. 

15th. That your petitioners submit to your Honourable House that it is totally out of 
the power of any Secretary of the Treasury by his letter, or even of my Lords of the Trea- 
sury themselves by a Treasury Minute, to rescind an agreement deliberately entered into 
between three parties, and to the manifest injury of one of them, without the knowledge of 
one of the parties ; and no injury can be done to any one by an adherence to the agx-eement 
of 15th August 1856, because the prospectus of the Portpatrick and Castle Douglas Railway 
was issued in the year 1856, and the capital subscribed on the faith of that agreement, as 
narrated in the Minute of the Lords of the Treasury of 15th August 1856, the letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury bearing date the 21st of July 1857. 

16th. That it would be contrary to all the recognised principles of justice and equity to 
permit parties to take advantage of their own wrong-doing, which would be the case if the 
proprietors of the Portpatrick and Castle Douglas Railway were to obtain from Parliament 
a grant of public money to be expended on Portpatrick unless they had performed their part 
of the agreement and made the line north to Glasgow. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honourable House that no grant of public 
money be sanctioned for the improvement of the harbours of Portpatrick and Donaghadee 
until a fair guarantee be given that the line north to Glasgow shall be completed ; and to 
refer this petition to the Packet Contract Committee, in order that proper steps may be 
taken to prevent a recurrence of such conduct on the part of Secretaries of the Treasury. 

(signed) Righy Wason, Chairman. 

Wm. Pollock, 

Secretary to the Ayr and May bole J unction 
Railway Company. 



Treasury Minute, dated 19 October 1859. 

Write to Admiralty in reply, and state that if the question of the harbour at 
Portpatrick were an open one, my Lords would fully concur with the suggestion 
that the subject should be carefully considered in concert by the Treasury, the 
Admiralty, and the Board of Trade, before any engagement was taken to expend 
any amount, however small, of public money. 

But in this case the question is no longer an open one. The statements in 
the petition of the Ayr and Maybole Railway Company are in many respects 
inaccurate,* and before proposing the vote of 20,000 1. in the last Estimates, my * Inaccuracy not 
Lords ascertained by a reference to the records of the department, that a distinct of 

engagement had been entered into in July 1857 between the Railway Company 
and the Government ; by the Company to insert a clause in their Bill, binding 
themselves, under penalty of paying no dividends, to complete the railway com- 
munication between Portpatrick and Dumfries within a limited time; and by 
the Government, in consideration of this clause, to adopt Portpatrick as the 
point of departure for the Irish mails, and to expend a sum not exceeding 
20,000 1. in the improvement of the harbour there. 

This engagement was made by the Government of 1857, and was adopted by 
the late Government, who had prepared the Estimate for giving it effect, and the 
vote was passed by the House of Commons last Session, upon an assurance both 

123, F from 
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from the present and the late Secretaries of the Treasury, that it was necessary 
in order to keep faith with the Railway Company, y 

Under these circumstances, my Lords do not see that the question of the 
propriety of the original decision in favour of Portpatrick and Donaghadee 
can be properly re-opened. It may be true, as stated by Captain Vetcb?that a 
further outlay of nearly 17,000 L, for a restoration of the North pier would be 
required in order to afford perfect protection to the harbour under all circum 
stances; but Mr. Abernethy's report distinctly states that accommodation 
sufficient for all except very rare and special cases, can be provided for at a 
cost ot 19,490 L, and my Lords are not disposed to sanction any further expen- 
diture of public money beyond wbat is absolutely necessary in order to fulfil 
the engagements entered into by former Governments. 

The only practical question seems therefore to be, to obtain a satisfactory 
assurance before commencing the works that the estimate of Mr. Abernethv will 
be sufficient The amount of this estimate is 19,490 l, and the Admiralty have 
recommended the appointment of Mr. Abernethy as superintending engineer at 
a salary of 600 l. a year. & & 

As Mr Abernethy states that the works proposed can be completed iu a 
period of 12 months after commencement, any excess on the total cost of 
20,000 l, arising from this salary would be of such small amount, that my Lords 
would not object to sanction his appointment as recommended by the letter 
Irom the Admiralty of the 23d August, but they consider it essential that no 
risk shouid be incurred of any material excess upon the estimate for the works 
of the harbour, which should necessitate an application to Parliament for a 
further vote beyond that of 20,000 L already agreed to, and it is with reference to 
this point that my Lords would be glad to know, before sanctioning the actual 
commencement of the works, whether the Admiralty feel fully satisfied of the 
sufficiency of Mr. Abernethy’s estimate, and whether any steps can be taken bv 
obtaining tenders or otherwise, to ensure against any possible risk of its bein«- 



_ Belfast and County Down Railway, Secretary’s Office 

T bir ’. „ . , . , Belfast, 29 October 1859. 

I am instructed by the directors of this company to state, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that they have 
entered into a contract for the extension of their line of railw^ from Newtown! 
ards to Donaghadee, which the contractors are bound to complete by the 1st of 
January 1861, and seeing that this company have now fulfilled their part of 
the treasury Minute of 15th August 1856, they most respectfully request their 
Lordships wfi! give the necessary instructions for having the harW improve- 
ments at Donaghadee and Portpatrick proceeded with. " 

To the Secretary to the Treasury, (signed) Ward ’ 

6tC. OtC. &C. a . ’ 

secretary. 



Ireasury Minute, dated 11 November 1859. 

to T b“SIh a ed° 0 ^ * iS letter t° the Secretary of the Admiralty, and request 
which the aS T ybe P ractlcable > with the latest information 

" . the Board P oss fs as to the state of Donaghadee Harbour and the nro- 
Pnrtnnr mP i' 0 ^ eme i n - tS i tb< r re ’ and also with their views upon the points relative to 
2oTh P £o: ^ thdr att6nti0n WaS CalIed by th ^ T «y leRero^the 
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